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The Author of this booke, 
to the Chriſtian Reader. 
Ardon, I beſeech you, for the laue of your deere 
Saniour and mine, ir hat ſoeuer in this boohe i 
offenſine vnto you, and pity.as I know you doe. i 5s 
belong jndeede vnto the Father and fountame 
mercies pitie the miſery of your poore brethren, 
(ters, who are all naturally ſold under ſinne, and 
cry out with that glorious Apoftle Paul, O utei- 


nom eig · ched man that I am!who ſhal deliuet me from 


tlie bodie of this death? 

And nom, yee bleſſed of the Lord, I haue ec 
newes to tel you. I that wrot the Burthen of a los. 
den conſcience, am about to write, the Vnbur- 


| thening of a loaden conſcience, or the Bleſſed 


net of grace;for it hath pleaſed the Lord god to de 
liner me out of the deep bondage of ſin, Andthere. 
fore my deſire us to 9 his grace in publiſting 
my delinerance, which if it pleaſe him to gine life 
ard powen,es I truſt hee will. you ſhall very ſhorth 
ee, In the meane time pray for mec, I beſecch you, 
who will moſt heartily pray fur you, And ih 
/eſt, November, 27. 1613. 

Nom not aſhamed to tell you my name; Tow 
moſt unworthy brother, R1CHAaRrd 
K11By Afmiſter of the pariſh called 

All h.1/lowes in Derby. . 
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DEED aa, 


To all Chriſtened 
pe ople P 


Knowing the great honour which 
Jai 2htie God hath graciouſly gi- 


uen vnto you, for you are his chil- 


— dren, & his holy Ghoſt is in you doe 
ure therefore acknowledge my bounden 
„ dutie next after God, vnto you;and ac- 
4. cordingly with humble reuerence de- 
r. dicate this my Confeſſion, firſt to God, 
2 then to you his deerely beloued chil- 
„cen. 

1 I wrote it in deadly diſeaſe of bo- 


dy, and in dole full trouble of minde: 
my purpoſe was to glorifie God, and 
toſhew vnto all people the horrible 
bondage of -ſinne; that · they might 
plainely ſee it, truly feare it, and timelie 
preuent it. Herein if anie ſhall thinke 

q 2 mee 


To allChriftened people, 


me over-harſh , and too too plaine, l 
beſeech them to weigh in their conſci- 
ence, hat it is to bee at the dooreof 
death, and the gate of hell; terrified 
wit h the ſight of Gods wrathfull iudg. 
ment, and in continuall danger of ſud- 
den death. This is no time to couer,or 
to colour my ſinnes, but to lay them 
open, that it may pleaſe God merciful. 
ly to couer them. To this ende, I doe 
humbly craue your Chriſtian furthe- 
rance, in earneſt prayer to God for my 
confeſſion, and for me. For my confel- 
ſion, that it may proſper againſt ſinne: 
for my ſelfe, that I may be deliuered 
out of hel, and teceiued into your hea- 
uenly companie: I aske no more but to 
be the very loweſt of all people that 
ſhall be ſaued. Which if it ſhall pleaſe 
the bleſſed God, through your praiers 
in [clus Chriſt to vouchſate vnto mee 
molt vaworthic, then ſhall I bee in 
good hope to line, and ſer forth an Hul. 
{:la-i3, that you may praiſe God for 

his 


TeallChriſtined people. 
his mercie , his maruclous mercie to- 
wards you and mee. Then ſhall you 
knowe the poore ſinners name, that 
now beggeth the benefit of your prai- 


ers. 
Hallowed be the name of God, and 
his bleſſing be vpon chriſtened people, 
men, women, and children, for euer- 
more, Amen. 

Thus I humbly take my leaue. Iune 
13. 1608, 


CY OY CY ON 
eee 
To the Printer. 


F any thing which I\haue written, di 
ſceme onto > godly learned men, not like- 
ly to worke well for the deſtruction of 
inne, 1 deſire that they will take the paines 
to amen it: ſo at they will an 7 wer their do- 
ings therein wnto the Lord Ieſins Chrif, 
when all purpoſes and cauſes ſhall be — 
to light. 1proteſt before God, that nothing 
be mit1gated COMernung mee : by turning, 
I ain, — [ was, Cc. It i very needefull 
4 1:2 to know what hee is. I know none 
but my ſelſe : I iudge none but my ſelfe :1 
intreate others to giue mee leaue to tudge 
23; {*i/e, becauſe 1 ſcare the iudgement of 
God, and would perſwade people to feare 
G94, th:t they may eſcape his iudgement. C. 
obtaine his mercte. amen, Amen. O good 
L ped Il! for thy . names ſake, ſay thou 


en. 


„ ˖ M——_ ak nm g 


conſcience, 


Ll Chriſtencd people, men, 

$ women, and children, I ſin- 

full ſinner, bauing by long, 

and wofull expericnce found 

the miſcrics of ſinne, am de- 

ſrous to conſeſſe the ſame, that others may 

ſee and ſpeedily turne away from ir, There- 

fore humbly beſeech you, that for Chriſts 

lake you will charitably read, or heare this 
my confeſſion, | 

VV I wasa child, and firſt began 

to vaderſtand and ſpeake, then 


vas the foundation laide of all mv miſerie. 
Becauſe I was nat by and by, entered into 
the faith, and feare of God; but the Devil 
had leiſure to take full poſſeſſion of my 
heart. Who ſo dee pely ſeaſoned mee with 
fnne, that I haue continued ſinne full eucr 
ſince _= I am ſo hardened in wickednes, 


tharalthough I feele death comming vpon 
me; and may looke euery houre when I 
A 4 ſhall 


2 The burthen of a 
ſhall ſuddenly dic, and be caſtinto hell fire, 


yet I haue no power to turne vnto Cod. 
Wherefore I beſeech all people to tale 
warning by me: let it be your firſt, and chie- 
feſt care to liue in the faith and feare of God, 
Belccue verily , for it is moſt true; you 
are alwaics in the ſight of God : Hee — 
chech out your thoughts and affections: 
hee hearkeneth to your words, he viewech 
your behaviour, and writeth vp all in a 
booke, with purpoſe to iudge you accot- 
ding to the practiſe of your life, Beate this 
_ continually in minde, and be afraide to dif. 

leaſe God; who ſhincth ouer your head 
with ſuch s glorious brightneſſe, chat if it 
were his pleature to ſhewe himſelſe openly 
to the world; the ſunne that ſhineth in the 
skie ſhould be vtrerly darkned, and no 
carthly creature could remaine aliue, b 
reaſon of the terrible ſight of his Almighne 
Maieſtie. Bleſſed are you if yee haue the 
feare of God before your cies, But you are 
in woe full caſe, if you ſeate him not. 

O all ye parents, and bringers vp of chil. 
dren; great is the account which you muſt 
make vnto God. Thereſore ſo ſoone as your 
children he able to vnderſtand and ſpeake, 
accuſtorae them to know and feare God. 

ä Take 
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Take good heede, leaſt the Deuill get the 
firſt poſſeſſion of your childre:for he know- 
ing thav as little ones are ſeaſoned in the 
beginning, ſo they are likely to ſauour cuer 
after ; will looſe no time, nor let paſſe any 
occaſion to ſowe his curſed ſeede in them. 
This many parents, and Tutors of children 
doe little thinke of; and therefore giue the 
Deuill leaue to worke his will. But doe you 
minde it, and in the name of Chriſt kindely 
perſwade your children to beleeue in God, 
and to feare him; oſtentimes telling them 
what is good, and what is naught : and that 
the good commeth of God, & naught fr6 
the deuill: and therefore if they would loue 
and practiſe goodneſſe, God wil loue them, 
and keepe the in ſafe from the Deuill; but 
if they loue and practiſe naughtineſſe, God 
will ſorſake them, & leaue them to the devil, 
Why doe ſo many teach little children to 
ſay, and to doe that which angreth Almigh- 
tie God? the ſilly children ſeeing their pa- 
rents and others fo much delighted with e- 
uil,are ſetled in belecte that it is good. Thus 
the deuill is ſurthered in working the de- 
ſtruction of children. 
But ſome ſay, that vnleſſe children be 
ſtamed to mirthfull wantonneſſe, they will 
a not 
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not prooue wittie. To which I anſwer; 
the children of God are wittie to ſaie, & doe 

ood:the children of the deuill are wittie to 
bo. and doccuill; now ;conſfider to whom 
you docliken your children; to God, ot to 
the deuillꝰ for like will to like. 

Children giue great heede to that which 

ſee, ot heare, eſpecially in their parents, 
and gouernours:therefore all people, 28 you 
will anſwer to God, be carefull what you ay 
or doe before children : for they wil think, 
that they may ſafely ſay as you ſay, and doe 
as you doe. Let not childtẽ be much among 
ſeruants, for many ſeruants loue to teach 
children that which is naught. 

O ye — and godmothers, te- 
member that you are bound vnto God for 
the good bringingyp of your god- children. 

In the beginning of Chriſtian religion, 
people were verie carcfull of bringing vp 
their children: whereupon a learned lewe 
was wont to ſay,that Chriſtians were called 
tillers; — they did diligently till the 
harts of thoſe that were vnder their charge; 
ſowing in them the ſeeds of godlines. 

There are too few ſuch tillers now adaies: 
that heauenly husbandry,and bleſſed tillage 
is laid aſide. Our moſt mightie Lord * 

or 


| ſoaden conſcience. $ 
for his ſonne Teſus Chriſts fake reftore it, & 
be merciful to young children, that his holy 
Ghoſt may fill their hearts with grace and 
goodneſſe, Amen, Amen. 
$I grew in age, ſo I increaſed in ſinne, 
prouoking Gods diſpleaſure continu- 
ally, who notwithſtãding patiently indured 
me, yea & delivered me out of many deadly 
dangers, whercinto I by folly and hone did 
thruſt my ſclte from time to time. Moreouer 
of his great goodnes he gane me knowledg 
of bis tighteouſnes, & of mine ov ne ſinnes, 
moouing me oftentimes to leaue the way of 
damnation, and turne vnto his bleſſed Maie- 


ue through leſus Chriſt: aſſuring my heart 
that in ſo _ I ſhould be bleſſed, but o- 


ther w iſe curſed, and condemned. But all this 
did not preuaile with my reprobate heart, 
which becing vtterly hardned in ſinne, and 
voide of repentance, cauſeth me to heape vp 
wrath vpon wrath, & vengeance vpon ven- 
geance, to the increaſingoſ mine euetlaſting 

torments in hell fire, 
Al manner of people, young and old, take 
heede by me, Haue no more Gods but one. 
Conſider well what hee hath done for 
you. Hee made you at the fuſt like _ 
im- 
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himſelſe in wiſedome, and holineſſe: and 
when you were by ſinne made like the De. 
uill, and muſt therefore haue beene con. 
demned to hell torments, God ſent his one. 
ly ſonue, who taking vnto him a bodie, and 
ſoule, was a man, and ſuffered great wrong, 
and a ſhameſull death to procure your par- 
don, and to buie you out of the Deuils bon. 
dage, that ye might be renewed to the like. 
neſſe of God. And now hee hath ſent the 
holy Ghoſt to enter and take poſſeſſion of 
your hearts, clenſing you from finne which 
is the Deuills likeneſſe, and making you 
rigbteous, which is the likeneſſe of God;to 


the end yee might be fit to keepe companie 

with all Saints in the ioyes of heauen, Call WW « 
to minde how long ye haue intertainedthe * 
Deuill, and kept out the holy Ghoſt; and b 


with how great patience God hath hitherto 
ſuffered you, and kept you aliue, becauſe he 
would not haue you to perriſh; but turne, & 
be ſaued. O what is the reaſon chat people 
doe not loue this God aboue all thing:? 
yea aboue their owne life? Surely the reaſon 
is, becauſe they lacke faith: for x os doe not 
eſteeme it their onely happineſſe to bein 
the fauour of God, but like vnto bruit 
beaſtes giue credit to deceitſull * 

at- 


loaden conſcience. 7 


flattering enticements, and ſo are wilfully 
ſnared of the Deuill, who with his alluring 


on. baices, draweth them on to deſtruction: 
ne. ¶ 4nd the further he draweth them, the ſurer 
and bee is of them. Therefore all people for 
ng, Wl Gods ſake take heede, doe nor delay the 


time as I haue done; thinking to turne vnto 
God, to morrow, and next daie : for the 


ke. ¶ longer yee continue in ſinne, the harder ir 
he Il will be to repent, becauſe nthe*Deuill doth 
of IM cuery day get more and more power in you 
ch I al your heart be fulfilled with wickedneſſe, 
ou nnd ſo God doe euerlaſtingly forſake you, 
to Neuer be at quiet with your heart, vntil you 
ne bein loue with God. Studie, and ſtriue to 
all W compaſſe the loue of God, ioy in whatſoe. 
he ver furthereth you vnto it; gricue in all that 
id biadereth you from it. 

to How ſhall I endeauour to loue God? 
ie oue that which is good, and hate that which 
& is naught: for good commeth of God, 
le and euillis of the Deuill. The thought is the 
? beginning of your good, and of your euill. 
n An euil! thought is ſent fromthe Deuill, 
It and if you entertaine it, it bringeth in the 
n deuill. A good thought is ſent from the 
b holy Ghoſt, as a meſſenger vnto your ſoule; 
q ifyou teceiue it, and make much of it in 


your 
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your heart, the holy Ghoſt will enter, nd 
utting out the deuill, will fill you full of 
— grace. Therefore do as the Pſalme 
pt. . biddeth you; lift vp your heads, O ye gues, 
and be ye lifted vp yee euetlaſting doores; 
and the King of glorie will come in, With. 
drawe your minde from all euill though, 
and think ypon God and godlineſſe, clewe 
thereunto with ſull purpoſe of heart, and 
ſtudie how you may alwaies doe his will 
with diligence,and ſuffer his pleaſure with 
patience : aſſuring your ſelues, that if you 
giue your minde to ſerue him, hee will not 
faile you, nor forſake you; but preſetue you 


to his euerlaſting — — and glorie:doe 


not endure to thinke, ſay, or doe any thing a. 
gainſt your conſcience, but alwaies be cue- 
full to pleaſe God. 

My heart beeing not knit vnto God, but 
to the world, I framed my religion to mine 
affection, and mine affection to ĩmaginati- 
on; firſt, I was hote againſt the Romane te- 
ligis , then being much befreinded by ſome 
that fauoured that religion, Ito — the, 
grewe in good liking of it alſo, yea ſo farre 
forth, that I became a recuſant, was received 
into that Church of Rome by a Seminarie 
Preiſt, and did what I could to perſwade 

manie 
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others to leane that way, But when 
7 role was likely to fall — mee, I went 
of y little and little 


to Church againe: and ſo 
fell off: — as where I found any of chat 
religion, I was ſlill ſutable vnto them. 

After this I becing kindely vſed of ſome, 
that were commonly called Puritans,tooke 
liking of their opinions; yea and in ſome 

ints was readie to runne beyond them: 
and all chis in great ſhewe of zcale rowards 
God, ſo that I made my ſelſe beleeue, that 
was in the right way, and did well. 

I doe often wonder at my ſelſe, how fer- 
vent I was,firſt a Proteſtãt, then a Romane 
Catholike, afterward a Preciſian, ſo that I 
tooke vpon mee to rebuke many, yea and 
ſome of high degree; as though I had been 
a very man of God, full of the holy Ghoſt: 
whereas indeed the deuill was in my heart, 
and therefore all my waics were finnefull, 8 
diſpleaſing vnto God, 

Oall yee Chriſtian people, take heede 
by me: doe not raſhly giue your minde to 
fancie this or that religion : bur firſt of all 
ſettle your heart in the feare, and Joue of 
God, Make conſcience betweene God and 
your ſoule of all that you think, ſay, or doe. 
Serue God in your ſpirit , vnſainedly tur- 
ning 
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ning from ſione, and ſtriving to pleaſe bi 
Till you be thus ſetled in true godline 
it is vaine, yea and * — to haame 
& meddle with points of religion, for yog 
heart being vncleanſed, and your : ffechos 
vnrighted, God is not your leader, butthy 
deuill; who will ſtrangely decciue you, 
make you proude of your doings, vle 
you ſtinke in your ſinnes before the face; 
God. Therefore ſubmut your ſelues hum 
to God, weane your ſoules from ſinne ia 
ye may be wedded to leſus Chriſt, anc } 
is ſpirit bring forth ſuch ſtuits as arep| 
ſing to God; which if you doe, God vi 
ſurely lead you into all truth. Of har fe 
ſocuer you be, doe nothing againſt ye 
conſcience, nor deſpiſe the practiſe of ic 
gion in them that are contrarie to your oo 
nion. But if you be ſure that they are in it ip 
wrong way pittie them, and praie hear e 
an 
G 
d 


to God for them, that he will mercitullyin 
lighten their minds, and turne their hears 
To which end you muſt endeauout to fer 
vnder God with the holy Ghoſt; that youlſh 
mayhelp to overcome the enemies of Co 
truth; not with the weapons of this world il 4, 
as reprochfull ſpeaches, & bloody practiſe; .. 
but wich the armour of God; as _ 0 
ur- 


loaden conſciente, tt 
mmblenefſe,meckeneſle, patience, for rbeſ@ 


the meanes to ouercon euill with good- 

and rurne mens minds from falſc oplui- 

n to the true religion, 

True Chriſtianitie is an holy Preiſthood, 
offer vp ſpirituall ſacrifices, well- pleaſing 
o God thorough leſus Chriſt. A true 
Chriſtian doch faichſully intende to offer 
Iſt himſelfe, and then others alſo vnto 

Nod. Ia offering your ſelſe, you muſt be- | 

ane with your heart: for God faich, My Praga. 
onne giue me thine heart. Your heart muſt 
x wholly ſet vpon God, alwaies defiring to 
joy his grace and fauour. Secondly, your 
zue muſt be ſacrificed vnto God, that 
may be as tbe penne of a rcadie writer, to 
glorifie and pleaſe God in euerie word that 
commerh out of your mouth, Thirdly, your 
zpparell, geſture, eating, drinking, buying, 
telling, borrowing, lending, labour, paſtime, 
and all your behauiour mutt be ſacrificed to 
God ; that in nothing you diſhonour, or 
dilpleaſe him: yea, your bodie, ſoule, liſe, & 
il chat you haue muſt be dedicated and gi- 
ven to the ſeruice of Cod. A good ſubiect 
doth beare the minde to ſpend both life, 
md goods in defence of his Prince, .and 
countric, therefore a true Chiiſtian ought 
B 1 much 
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much more to ſacrifice all his power & poſ. 

ſibunie to vphold the kingdome of leſus 

Cbriſt; ficſt ia niaiutaning :he miniſterie o 
his word and Sacraments, which is an offe- 

Phil.441. ring greatly accepted of God, 

1 Secondly, in ſuccouring his poore : with 
vue which kind of ſacrifices God is wel pleaſed; 
as may appear by that which the holy Ghoſt 

ſaith of a charitable man; 
rl 1%. He hath diſperſed, he hath giuen to the 

re, his tighteouſnes enduteth for euer. 
Murg. 1. Whatſoeuar mercie is ſnewed to a Chri. 
ſtian in neceſſine, is ſhewed-ro Chriſt him. 
ſelte; and he that is any waie vnmercifull to 
. a Chriſtian, is vnmerciſull to leſus Chriſt:& 


fo Chriſt wilt ptoſeſſe at the day of iudge 
ment. TÞ, : 
Prong. It is a ſingular ſacrifice to do good againſ 


* euill, and kindlie to ſuccour your very ene- 


mie in neceſſitieʒ for thereby you doe your 
good will to offer your enemie vnto almigh- 
tie God, in turning bim from enmitic and 

euill, to peace and goodnefle, 
Tam.s, Saint lamoes ſaich, he that turneth a fins 
19.29 ner from going out of his way, ſhall ſaue 
a ſoule from death, and ſhall. couer a mul- 
titude of ſinnes. In what a fearefu)l calc art 
they chat ſacrifice many to the Deuill, da- 
ung 
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driving them by cnmitie, or drawing them 
by euill allurements, and naughtie cxamples 
25 I haue done. He that will offer the ſweete 
acrifice of turning others vnto God, muſt 
firſt with all diligence turne himſelſe from 
fane ; that his life and conuet ſat ion may be 
holy, and vnblan: cable; for then others will 
belecue that God is in bim, and therefore 
they will haue a good opinion of him, All 
people by the light of naturall reaſon, doe 
honour yertue and honeſtie. But if your be- 
haviour be faultie,as mine is, and euer hath 
bin, you are vnfit co turne others, beeing not 
turned your ſelſe. 

Secondly, if your conſcience be cleare, 
and your connet ſation faultles,you mult not 
diſdaine finners, as the proud Phariſie did; kg. 
for then you marte all;becauſe pride is of the 394% 
deuil, and God teſiſteth the proud, But you 
mult pittie their caſe that doe cuil,& mourne = 12 
for them, as King Dauid did. 

Tnicdiy, you muſt praie deuoutly vnto 
God for them, that he will merciſully or- 
dine ſome meanes to deliucr them cut of 
the Deuills bondage: and that it may pleaſe 
him, to giue you the grace, to be one of his 
workemen in ſo honourable a buſineſſe. 

+ Fourtbly,you muſt waite for any fit occa. 
B 2. ſion 
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ſion that you may humblie and kindly in. 
treate them to conſider well in what a dan- 
gerous caſc they are; diſpleaſing God, ſer. 
ving the Devill, and working their owne 
deſtruction, It you ſee, or heare that any yn. 
der your gouernment doe finne, "5, bn, it 
be — child, ot yout ſeruãt, you are bound 
to breake them from their ſinne, by faire 


meanes, if it may be; els by correction, and 
puniſhmenr, 

But if you ſce any ſuch finners,as are your 
berters in degree, or ſuch as you haue not 
the heart to rebuke, you muſt {9 much the 
more earneſtly pray vnto God tor them, and 


ſtrive more painefully ro ſhew them by the 
light of your conuerſation what they ought 
to doe, 

When you goe about to tell anie one of 
his fault, take God in your minde, and hum- 
ble your heart, ihat you may doe it in the 
ſpirit of meekeneſſe, gentlenes, peaceadle. 
nes, and patience; carefully keeping out an- 
ger; forthe wrath of man worketh not che 
rightcouſnes of God. 

Hee that doth worthily receive the holy 
Sacrament of Chriſts, bodie, and blood, 
doth offer vnto God many ſactifices toge- 
ther : for that Sacrament is a tepteſentiti- 

on 
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on & ſetting forth of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
who vpon the croſſe offered himſelſe vnto 
Cod the Father to pacihe his wrath, and to 
purchaſe his grace for all people: xhere- 
upon almightic God doth offer his gracious 
pardon, and heauenly bleſſings to all that 
will worthily receiue them, And if you 
will worthily receive the bodie, and blood 
of Chriſt, vou muſt offer vnto God, firſt a 
forrow full heart for your ſinnes, confeſbng 
themto his gloric and your ſhame. Second- 
ly you wuſt offer vnto God the ſactifice of 
Git in Jeſus Chriſt, belecuing verily thet he 
sthe onely ſonne of God, God and man, 
and crying vn:o god for mercy in bis name, 
beſeecking God that for Chriſts ſake hee 
will forgiue you your hnnes, & cleanſe you 
from all finnctulnefſe, Thirdlic,you muſt of- 
fer vnto God a charitable heart towards all 
people: for God will not accept your hearr, 
if it be not in charicie, yea ſetled ro Aeepe 
the vnitie of the ſpirit in the hond of peace, 
Fourthly, you muſt offer your ſelfe u bollie 
vnto God, to doe and to ſuffer |:is good 
pleaſure, Fifthe, you muſſ offer humble and 
heartie praiſe vnto God, for all his gracious 
gifts giuen vnto mankinde; fpeciallic ſor gi- 
ung his onclic ſonac Ic ſus Chriſt, to be our 

B: 3 Sau: 
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Saniour.Sixtly you muſt offer of your goods 
a firſt ſtuites vnto God,towards the lvpply- 

g of bread, and wine for the communion; 
to ward: the relcetc of the Miniſter, and of 
the poore, 

By Baptiſme yee are graffed into leſus 
Chriſt, as if branches of a wilde vine were 
graffed into a true vine; and by worthie te- 
cciuing the holy Communion of Chriſts 
bodie and blood, yee are fedde and filled 
with the graces of Chriſt, as graffes are 
nouriſhed with the ſap of that tree, where. 
vpon they are graffed, I wicked wretch rc- 
ceived at fult for faſhion ſake, negligenthy: 
aftet ward inclining to the Romane religion, 
I rec eiued for feate of the laws of this Land, 
og2inſt my will, diſdainefully; reckoning it 
as a thing of naught, which I reccucd, 
Whereby, I doc thinke in my conſcience, l 
did ſorc diſpleaſe Almightic God. The Lord 
Ieſus Chriſt gine grace, that no man or wo. 
man may hereafter receive his bodie and 
blood vnworthily. 

I was not gizen to pray vnto Cod, nor 
indeede knew how to proie, and therefore 
was not bleſſed in that u hich 1 did practiſe. 
Al people be carefull to praie alwaies, in 
the beginning, continuance, and ending q 

2 


il good imployment. Wbhenſoeuer you are 
tour to thiake, to ſay, or to doe apy thing, 
pray vnto God, that he will for Chriſts ſake 
piue you the grace to thinke, ſaie, and doe 
his will; and tor cuery bleſſing which hee 
giverh voto you, be mindefull and forward 
io giue him thankes. When you purpoſe to 
praie ynto him, or to praiſe hin, quicken 
your faith in this manner: firſt, belecue that 

ou are in the ſight, and hearing of God; 
— it ſo verily, as you did ſec him with 
your bodilie cies, Secondly, confider his al- 
wightie Maieſtie and your owne vile baſe- 
refſe, being as you are a ſinner, duſt, & aſhes, 
and thercupon humble your heart, as if 
you would caſt your felte flatte ypon the 
ground before him, Tuirdly. with all teue- 
rence, and diligent diſcretion lift vp your 
minde, and vttet your heart vnto him, You 
may well praic to God, or praiſe him in 
your heart, although your mouth ſpeake it 
not; but you cannot well ſpeake vnto him 
with your mouth, vnleſſe yonr heart doe 
wholly intend and thinke vpon that which 
you ſaie:for it is your heart that God giueth 
heed vnto. In your praicr and thankcſgi- 
ving ſhunne the pride of words; for God 
loy:th plaite ſpeech: and vic no needeleſſe 
| B 4 cir- 
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circumſtance; becauſe hee louech no idle 
words. Be very care full, and fearefull, leaſt 
in any thing, that you ſaie vnto him, you 
diſpleaſe him; for we are apt to diſpltaſe 
God cuery way, yea euen when we thinke 
to pleaſe him, Pray verie leiſurely; for haſt 
eth waſt. Becauſc I wanted inſttuction 
how to ptaie, I am de ſirous to helpe others 
the beſt that I can, Let your firſt praier be 
for the forgiueneſſe of your ſinnes, in ſume 
ſuch manner as this ; © Almightic aud moſt 
dreadſull Lord God, I loathſeme ſinner vn» 
worthie to liue in thy ſight, doe humbly be- 
ſeech thee, that for thy onely Sonne leſus 
Chriſts ſake, thou wilt vouchſafc to forgiue 
me my ſinnes, and to cleanſe me from my ſin- 
fulnes; that I may bethine humble and true 
ſeruant:for vnto thee all honour & glotie is 

due world without end, Amen. 
When you purpoſe to thinke vpon, to 
ſpeake,or to do any thing, praie for grace. & 
ood ſpeede ; O Almightie God, Lord of 
—. and carth, the onelv giuet of all 
good ſpeede, and proſperirie, I beſcech thee 
to ſorgiue me my ſinnes, and ſo to bleſſe me 
in this buſineſſe which now doe iutend, 
that it may be proſperous to thy glorie, 
thorough Ieſus Chritk thine onelie Sonne, 
wha 
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who with thee, and the holy Ch oſt, three 
tſons, and one God. be honoured in heart, 
word,and deede, henceforth for euer, and e- 
ver , Amen, 

When you receiue any bleſſing, or proſ- 
peritie from Cod, praiſe him heartily; O 
moſt bleſſed and bwWuntifull Lord God, 
what am I, that thou giveth ſuch bieſſing 
into me? Tama vile ſinner, worthie of no- 
thing but miſetie, and danination:and ther- 
foreit is thy mcere mercie, that I am thus 
bleſſed, O good Lord, I humbly beſeech 
thee to continue thy. gracious from to- 
wards me, and to make me euery way vnſai- 
nedly thankfull vnto thee for the ſame,tho- 
tough Ieſus Chriſt thine onely Sonne, who 
wich thee and the holy Ghoſt, three perſons 
and one God, be vntainedly praiſed for euer, 
and ever, Amen, 

When ſickeneſſe, or any aduerfitie falleth 
pon you, the firſt thing that you do, humble 
your felfe vnto God: O moſt holy, and righ- 
ieous Lord God, I doe conſeſle that thou 
maieſt juſtly deſtroĩe me bodie and ſoule, 
for my many and grieuous ſinnes, xhere- 
with I haue dailie, and hourely diſpleaſed 
thee all my life long: therefore I am bound 
to praiſe the, becauſe thou haſt ſuffered me 
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all this while, and now doeſt fo fauourably 
chaſten me, to the end that I ſhould repent, 
and not be condemned. O moſt Mightie 
Lord, nothing can happen vnto mee with. 
out thine ordinance, Therefore | beſcech 
thee, that I may humblie, patientlie, and 
thankefullie rake this thy correction, to the 
amendment of my life, and to the glorie of 
thy bleſſed name, thorough leſus Chriſt 
thine onelic Sonne, who with thee , and thy 
holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one God, be 
rightly worſhipped, obcicd, and praiſed for 
euer, and «ucr, Amen, 

When any croſſe, or aduerſitie doth lie 


ſo heauie vpon you, that you cannot endure 
it, make humble ſupplication to God; O 
Father of mercie, and God of all comfort, 
I vile wretch am much — vnder the 


burthen of my ſinnes; and thou haſt not laid 
the whole weight of them vpon mee; I doe 
heartily chank thee, that thou haſt not ouer- 
whelmed mee with thy dreadſull wrath, 
which I haue all ny life time deſerved ; and 
alſo I humbly beſcech thee, thar if it may 
ſtand with thy good pleaſure, thou wilt 
vouchtafe to caſe me of this, which I now 
ſuffer; that I maie be the better able to doe 


thee ſeruiceʒ but if it pleaſe thee not, thy will 
18 
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xholie, thy will be done; onelie vouchſaſe 
me comfort & patience, moſt bleſſed Lord; 
chat thy holie name maie be glorified of me 
in mine obedient ſuffering, thorough Ieſus 
Chriſt thine onelie Sonne, who with thee, 
and the hoſy Ghoſt, three perſons, and one 
God, be honoured and praiſed for euer, and 
euer, Amen, 
[ was not accuſtomed to ſaie grace when 
I was younge, but ſometime, ſaide it for a 
vine gloric, and finding the faſhion of the 
world to be like vnto the manner of bruire 
beaſtes following nature, and not grace, I 
became a beaſt my ſelſe, falling to meate 
without anie acknowledgement of Gods 
goodneſſe. Afterward finding that Ieſus 
Chriſt himſclfe, and all good Chriſtians, v- 
ed to ſaie grace, I was touched in conſei- 
ence. and meant to vſe it, but hauing not the 
— ſubdue mine owne will, nor the 
cart to contrarie the courſe of them with 
whome I lived ; 1 remained as a reprobare, 
rncouth & vnframable ro cuery goodwork, 
All people, for Gods fake, accuſtome 
your ſelues to haue grace before, and after 
you care, and drinke, If it ſeeme vncouth 
vnto you, as ir doth to manie people, be af- 
fraidl: ſor it is ani ill ſigne ſhewing ithat your 
heart 
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heart is a ſtranger to God, and if you be 
Kraunge to him he will be ſtraunge to you, 
Therefore anie meanes ouercome that ill 
qualitie, and giue your ſelſe to grace. But 
you maie ſaie, it is ſo out of vſe with mt 
ſolk, that if I offer to ſay grace among them, 
they will thinke ſcornfullie of me, & reckon 
me a preciſe fooliſh bodie: I anſwer, firſt, if 
you be the Diſciple of Chriſt, you ſerue 4 

ood maſter, be not aſhamed of him and his 

eruice, leaſt hee be aſhamed of you at the 
daic of judgement. Secondlie, if you for ſer. 
ving God be ill thought of, a bleſſed ſoule 
are you, It is a great favour of God, if hee 
vouchſafe to giue you the grace to ſuffer a. 
nie wrong for his fake, For great is their te- 
ward in heauen, that are anic waie petſecu- 
ted for righteouſnes ſake, 

Grace before meate. 

O bleſſcd Lord God, I bumblie beſeech 
thee to pardon my ſinnes, and to bleſſe the 
foode, which it pleaſeth thee to giue mee; 
that I my be thereby nouriſhed, and made 
able to doe thee true ſeruice in my calling, 
through Ieſus Chriſt thine onelie Sonne our 
Lord, and Sauiour. Amen. 

Grace after you haue eaten, 
em, 
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O moſt 
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O moſt mercifull Lord God, Im bound 
to giue the humble and heartic thankes, for 
thy manifold bleſſings giuen vnto me, & to 
all mapkind, Therefore I beſeech thee to 
give me grace, that I may be continually 
thankefull vnto thee, through leſus Chriſt 
thine onely Sonne our Lord, Amen, 

Vic often to ſay the Lords praier, ſo cal- 
led becauſe our Lord leſus Chriſt made it, & 
uught ic his Diſciples, It is a moſt heauenly 
praier, ſhort and ſweete, containing all that 
weneed in few words, Therefore you muſt 
ie it vetie leaſurely, and alſo vnderſtan- 
dingly. 

According to my weake vnderſtanding, 
1 will by the grace of God, briefly open 
mo you che meaning of the Lords praier: | 
O Father of Ieſus Chriſt, and through him rhe Lords 
the father of all true Chriſtians, of Which fag 
number I truſt, that by thy grace I am one, * 
Thy glorious maieſtic, — great - 


deſſe filleth he auen and ea but in heauen 


thy ioyſull countenance is w be ſcene. Thy 
name is Holy: O let the holineſſe thereof 
be every daie more and more ſer forth, that 
il the world may honor thee in heart, word, 
and deede, Thou arr the onely rightfull 
King of heauen and earth: but the Deuill 


by 
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by temptation hath made vs rebell aganſt 
thee: O let the kingdom of thy grace come 
into our hearts, and put out Sathan for cuer- 
more, Thine Angels, and Saints in heauen 
doe altogether obey thy will, O graunt that 
we children of men here vpon earth maie 
likewiſe be obedient vnto thee in all things, 
Our bodies doe daily neede the comfort. 
ble ſupplic of food, raiment, lodging, and 
ſuch like; O giue vs therefore ſuch continu- 
all comfort, as thou knoweſt we cannot be 
without; and becauſe it is dangerous to our 
ſoules to haue too much, or too little of 
worldly goods, we beſcech thee to giue vs 
neither more, nor leſſe; but iuſt ſo much, 
as by thy grace, maie beſt fit vs to ſetue and 
pleaſe thee. Our finnes doe deſerue thy 
vurathſull vengeance, and eucrlaſiing tot. 
ment in hel! fire: yer of thy wonderfull mer. 
cie thou doeſt offer vnto vs thy gracious 
pardon thorough leſus Chriſt with conditi- 
on, that we ſhall heartily forgiue all that 
offend vs; O good Lord we doe forgiue 
them from the bottome of our hearts : and 
as we doe forgiue them, and not ſeeke te- 
venge againſt them; ſo we pray rheeao for- 
giue vs, & not to laie thy heauic yengeance 


vpon vs. 
pt The 
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The deuill by meanes of this world, and 
our ou ne naughtie inclination, can 2 
vercome vs, and tempt vs to his pleaſure: 
Therefore we be ſeech thee, that thou wilt 
not giue vs ouer into his hands; but by thine 
Almightie goodnes preſerue vs from Satan, 
and all his partakets. For the kingdom of all 
bleſſednes is thine, thou art the tight owner 
of all goodnefle : all power commeth from 
thee,& therefore all glorie and praiſe is due 
onely to thee, O Father Almightie with thy 
Sonne, and thy holy Ghoſt, for euetmore. 
Be it euen fo, Amen. 

Pray often and with great devotion vnto 
God, that all Chriſtian people nay be knit 
together by the holy ban in one faith, 
and one charitie, and ſhew forth the migh- 
tie pow er of God in their lives and conuer- 
fations; that the Iewes, Turkes, and all miſ- 
belceuing people, maĩe thereby take know- 
ledge that Chriſtian religion is the onely 
true worſhipping and ſeruice of God, and 
thereupon turne to be true Chtiſſians. For 
it is not warre, nor worldly conqueſt that 
turneth people vnto God;but the holy = 
ers, and heauenly liues of tbem that ſerue 
Cod. | If 
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I. God will not hold him guiltleſſe that 
taketh his name in vaine, What ſhall be- 
come of me, ho haue all my life time moſt 
priory taken his name in vaine, euetie 
ind of way. For firſt, I profeſſe my ſelſe a 
Chriſtian; that is, a child of God through 
Ieſus Chriſt, but indeed I haue been hercto- 
fore the child of the deuill: becauſe I haue 
done his will, and not Gods will. Secondly, 
Itooke vpon me to be a Miniſter of Chril 
that is, a meſſenger ſent of God to ioyne 
with the boly Ghoſt in training people to 
be children of God; but indeed ] ĩoyned in 
worke with the deuill to make people hys 
children. The verie name, and word of God 
I vſcd vainely, rafhly, vnreuerently. and vn- 
— glorific and pleaſe my ſelſe, not 
to glotifie and pleaſe him. 
All Chriſtians, take heede to your ſelues; 
M you weare the Kings liuerie, ſetue not 
the Kings euemie. You were chriſtened in 
the name of the Father, and of the Sanne, 
and of the holy Ghoſt: therefore ſerue God, 
and not the Deuill, leaſt it be prooued 3. 
gain ſt you at the daie of iudgement, that 
yee t voke Gods name in vaine, and ſo ye be 
found guiltic, At that daic ncicher ſhall the 
one. 
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onely preaching , nor the onely hearing of 
Gods word be allowed ; for both rake rhe 
name of God in vaine, becauſe the one 
preacherh and practiſeth nor; the other hea- 
teth, and doth not the will of God; there- 
fore both ſhall be caſt away, with this grie- Marth 7. 
vous ſentence, I know you not ; away | — — 
me, ve workers of vntighteouſnes. 16.9% 
Therefore frame your ſelues to be obedi- 
ent vnto your Lord, and doe not thinke, 
ſpeake, write, heare, or profeſſe his name, or 
his word without due diſcretion, and great 
teuerence. 
Doe not make ſo light reckoning of your 
God, as to vſe his name, or his word in idle- 
neſſe. 
It is idle to call vpon the name of God 
without good cauſe, and reverent manner: 
a3 ſome will ſaie, O God, hat a ieſt is this: 
O Ieſul who ever heard the like! In any ſuch 
ſpeaking, you are roo bold with your God. 
It is alſo a vaine taking of Gods name, 
to praiſe him in ſcorning. or blaming others; 
as ſome will not be content to (oy of an 
idle bodie, hee liueth idlie; but they will 
ſay, God be thanked hee liueth idlelie O 
doe not thanke God for any ſinne, becauſe 
you ſhould ſo doe him great wrong; and of 
C £ all 
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all things hee cannot abide it to be noted u 
the cauſe of ſinne, which is farre from his 
moſt holy nature. Be not a common ſwenret: 
for a man giuen to ſwearing, ſhall be filled 
with wickedneſſe. — ought not to call Witi 
God to witneſle, vnles there be great need, 
and none other meanes to make the truch 
knowne.O how gricuous it is to heare peo- 
le, old and young ſweare by God, without 
— of his diſpleaſure, Some ſweate not by 
God, but by their faith, and troth; by the 
Maſle; b — Saint; by gold, and filuer,& 
many other waics, But doe not you ſo: ſor it 
is diſpleaſing to God to ſweate by that 
which is not God, 

It is called ſwearing when any ſay, Gods 
wounds, Gods blood, Gods heart ; Gods 
nailes, Gods foote, &c. but you ſhall heare 
what Chriſt will cal it, when he commeth to 
iudgement. In the meane time vſe no ſuch 
raging ſpecches; for they gricuouſly take 
the name of God in vaine. 

Bleſſe your ſelfe from curſing and ban. 
nin g: for curſing is the vengeance of God. 

Luk9-5'. Hce that wiſheth vengeance to fall vpon 
. bis veric enemie, had ncede to be well adui- 
ſed what ſpirit is within him, Take heede 

how you heate the word of God, that 1 

6 
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de not negligent, nor contentious,nor dain- 
Ine, not vaiveglorious; but diligently hunger 

.d thirſt for the pure and plaine — of 
God, Which if you recciuc in meckeneſſe, 
tis able to ſaue your ſoule. 

Some make icſtes of Gods word; but 
doe not you ſo. For it is ill ieſting with edge 
tooles, 

Doe not alleadge any part of Gods word 
but to a good, and godly cnde; and inthe 
ſeare of God. 

Take heede how you make any vowe to 
God, or how you promiſe any thing with + 
an oath;for when you haue vowed, ot ſworn 
your ſoule is bound. Therefore before you 
vou, cõſidet whether it be pleaſing to (god, 
ind in your power to perfotme: and when 
you haue made ſuch a vow , rather looſe 
your life then breake it. leſus Chriſt keepe 
you from becing a vow-breaker,as Iam, 

Mocke no body with their pouertie, lame- 
neſſe, blindneſſe, or with any thing, which 
they cannot belpe; leaſt you take the name 
of God in vaine. For Salomon faith, he that 
mocketh the poore, reproacherh his maker, 

It is a moſt horrible thing to blaſpheme 
Anightic God; that is, to thinke or verer 


any thing diſhonourable vnto him, It is 
C 2 dans 
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dangerous in ſome things to ſpeake that of 
God, which is true, Becauſe out blinde vn. 
derſtanding is not able to ſee the depth of 
his wiſedome and righteouſneſſe. Therefore 
it is your faſeſt waie, to be thoroughly per. 
ſwaded, that God in whatſoeuer he rl 
ſuffereth to bee done, is molt-perfeQly 
wiſe, and righteous; and to tefraine your 
minde fcomprying into the high queſtions 
of Gods fore- knowledge, and predeſtinati. 
on; for the more you looke vpon the ſunne, 
the worſe you ſhall ſee, and the more you 
ſeeke into the ſecrets of God, the weaker 
will your vnderftanding be, 

Wharſocuer calamitie, or miſcric falleth 


vpon you, acknowledge your {elfe to haue 


deſerued ir, yea, and much more. Submit 
your heart wholly to God, and praiſe him 
as well for aduetſitie, as for proſperitie : for 
that is meete, and tight; So you ſhall beſt 
pleaſe him, and moſt eaſe your ſelfe. They 
that wickedly blame God for any thing 


which commeth to paſſe, do both wrong bis 


bleſſed maieſtie, and hurt themſelues. Al- 
though all things goe croſſe, and contrarie 
vmo you, yet praiſe and bleſſe the name of 
Cod continually, yes to the death, and in 
dying. Neuer deſpaite of Gods W 

ut 
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but con feſſe his tighteouſnes, and your own 
tighreouſacs,, and fo yecld your ſelfe to his 
good pleaſure. 


— [ö 
, 


Neuer kept boly the Sabbaoth, and 
| derefore am full of all vnholineſſe. I for- 
poke the Church to followe cnery vaine 
pleaſuge, ot worldly profit. I traueiled vpon 
Sundaigs in ſerijce time. And when] went 
jw Churc b, the Deuill perſwaded mee to 
tome lat e. that d might tarrie the leſſe while 
bete. Comming into the Church, I rooke 
no heed that. I came into the houſe of God, 
topray vnto him, and to learne my dutic out 
of his word: and firſt l. leaned vpon a ſeate, 


or kuceled char ily vpõ one knee, hiding my 
ſice . ot moouiug my lippes, that others 
1 


might thinke I praied , when indeede ] ei- 
ther ſaid not hing, or with no devotion, 1 
lixle regarded what the Miniſter praied, 
dts the word of God; and 
if there were any ſermon, I minded not to 
heare it: but wiſhed for an ende of ſervice, 
and ſermon, that I mighe goe co my dinner, 
aad then to my yaine delights, As for eue- 
ning praier I either loſt it, or came ſhort vn» 
to it, or, howſocuer, 1 made no. reckoni 
of ir, being wholly giuen to fooliſh paſtime, 
| C Thus 
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Thus I made Sundaie the worſt day of the 
weeke, and my ſelſe the worſt ſinnet in al 
the world, But doe you make it the beſt I. 


daic of the weeke , that you may be cuery 
Sabbath dae, bythe grace of Cod, madg 
bettet aud bettet; till at che length you be 
fir to enter into the euerlaſting Sabbath, and 
reſt of God in heauen, Therefore leaving 
your worldly affaires, and weaning yout 
hearts from all pleaſures of ſinne, youmult 
defirouſlly intend to keepe holy the ſabbath 
daie. Aritcearly in the morning, fall downe 
vpon your knees, and humblie -praie vnto 
God, that he will giue you grace to keepe 
holy his ſabbath daie, accor ing ro his will, 

Prepare your felfe ſo carefully to goe 
vntothe Church, as if you were to goe out 
of this world into heauen. Be not decktin 
your apparell, as1f'you were to plaie a part 
in a ſtage play, or amay-game; but come 
into Gods houſe, as an humble ſuiter, in 
ſuch Chriſtian plaineneſſe of raiment, » 
decently may ſhewe the lowelineſſe of 
your heart; leaſt you diſpleaſe God, and his 
Angels; and giue much offence to Gods 
people, yea, and hinder your one devot!- 
on; 25 I have done. Alas! I haue beene er- 
ceeding vaine, and tooke great pride in 
con- 
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comming gaily ro Church, & ſo I quenched 
all defire of ſetuing God, defiring chiefly 
to ſee, and to be ſecene. 

Come to Church with the firſt, and not 
with the laſt, leaſt you come too late to 

Bee deſirous and more delighted 
to ſerue God, then to doe any thing elſe. For 
un hee to whom you muſt truſt, all other 
things will deceiue you, and forſake you, 
If you be diligent to ſerue God, hee will be 
carefull to ſaue you, hee will loue you, hee 
will come vnto you, and dwell with you, 
When you enter into the Church , humble 
your hearts, kneele down vpon your knees, 
lit vp your minde to God, crie him mercie 
ſor your ſinnes, crave his grace in Chriſt le- 
ſus, that you may truely pleaſe him in al that 
you ſhall thinke, ſay,or doe, 

When the Miniſter readeth the prayers 
ppoinced,ioyne you with him: thinke that 
which he teadeth word by word; and at the 
ende of cucry praicr, ſay heartily, Amen. 
When any part of Gods word is read, give- 
diligenteare,as though God himſelfe ſpake 
ynto you from heauen, When the Miniſter 
or any other is about to preach, praie car» 
— to God in your heart, that God will 
give him grace rightly to vnderſtand, and 
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well to vtter that which is veedefullto be 
prezched, Doe not defire to beare five 
words, or wittie conceits ; for the woid of 
God is moſt powertullto ſaluation, whenir 
is moſt plainely preached; becauſe the wind 
intending onely the will of God, the heart 
yeeldeth wholly to the working of the holy 
Ghoſt, Alchough the Preacher be lorgin 
his ſermon, yer be not wearie, but giuc hecd 
to his words vntill he haue made an ende; 
for it is a diſhonour vnto God, if you neg. 
le to heare his meſſenger, Take beed tha 
you do dot giue any occaſion to other folk, 
to turne their minde from ſeruivg God, to 
gare vpon you, or to looke vpon any thing 
which you bring into the Church with you; 
for ſo you ſhould doe much harme vnto 
them, and wrong vnto God, All the while 
chart you are in the church, keepe your mind 
ſteadfaſtly vpon God: let — mooue 
— to turne your eies this waie or that v zie, 
ut as a diligent waiting man, attend vpon 
your Lord and maſter, who will be greatly 
pleaſed to ſee your heart and mind catneſth 
intended vnto him. Satan will practiſe many 
deuiſesto turne your heart ſtom God, ſpeci. 
ally by ſhew ing you fine and beautifull wo. 
men, who doe commonly come gliſtering 
into 
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into the Church afrer ſervice is well begun, 
aod. then fir, or ſtand in the fight of men. 
When ſervice is done, betake your felfe vnto 
God, and depart out of tbe Church; for it is 
no fie place to talke of worldly matters. 

I you uſt needes reckon, or paie, or re- 
teme mony vpon the ſabbath daie, yet let it 
be after evening praier. 

Were I worthie to giue you counſell, you 
ſhould este and drinke vente meaſurably on 
Wndaie at dinner, that you might be the fir- 
tertoſerue Cod al ſo in the a ſternoone. Ma- 
ny come ſieldom in the afternoone, becauſe 
they cannot find in theis heart e leaue their 
wordly plt aſure. or prof: and ſome thinke, 
they can ſerue Cod fo well at home, as at 
Church, But doe not you looſe eyening 

rajer, leuſt you looſe that which is praied 
— Hee is no good ſetuant that will not 
waite vpon his maſter both at dinner, and at 
ſupper. And goe you to Church, for there 
all the parriſh ioyneth in praier with you, 
where fre you ſhall he heard the ſooner. 
Some that you make leaft reckoning of may 
be in grearer favour uh God, then your 
ſelſe. and then vou ſholl ſpeede the bettet in 
praying with them. What eauſe ſocuer yon 
a. eadge of not comming to Church, others 
ill 
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will be readie to follow your example: for 
they will chinke they may as well looſe their 
praiers, as you. 

The better daie, the better deede: there. 
fore loue to doe any worke of charine to 
ſuch as neede, vpon the Sabbath daie: to te- 
leeue the poore, to viſit the ſicke, to counſel 
the counſelleſſe, to comfort the comfortles, 
and to make peace berweene parties that 
ate at diſagreement, Delight not much in 
worldly paſtime: for is is like the burning of 
thornes, which make a great crackling fora 
little while: but by and by all the noiſe com» 
meth to nothing, O take it vpon mine expe- 
rience ii you wedde your heart to worldly 
joy, youſhall in the end be iovleſſe. There · 
fore giue your mind to confider rightly of 
time to come, and ſet your loue and delight 
vpon God, and a good conſcience: for that 
is continuall feaſt, which neuer will for- 
fake you, And iſ you had once well taſted it, 
you would not exchãge it tor all the worlds 
good, I lay againe, acquaint your hearts 
with beauenly ioy betime; foras that cloath 
which is thoroughly died blacke- will after- 
wards take none other colour, ſo the heart 
which is fully poſſeſſed with tho loue of 
worldly ioy, will yeric hardly be oy to 

oue 
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joue the ioy of God, 

Our bleſſed Lord God for Ieſus Chriſts 
ſake, vouchſafe ro giue you grace, that you 
may reſt in him, and ioy in bim, which is the 
right keeping holy of the Sabbath daie. 


The terrible wrath of almightie God? 
() I horriblie diſhonoured my father and 
mother eben from my birth, vntill they were 
dead and buried, Therefore 1 could neuer 
take good roote in anie place whitherſoeuer 
I came : great meanes of happineſſe haue 
beene offered vnto me, but thorough want 
ot grace I haue alwaies lived wrerchedly, 
and ruhne into many grieuous aduet ſities. I 
deganne to diſhonour, greeue, mocke, and 
ſcorne my deare mother ſo ſoone as I could 
ſpeake; and fell into an helliſh vngratiouſ- 
nes, wherewith I haue diſgraced, & miſuſed 
my ſelfe euer ſince. In time alſo I beganne 
to diſhonour, & greeue my father; in which 
curſed ſinne I continued till his death: ther- 
tore fewe and troubleſome are the daies of 
my life;and that which is wortt of all, an evil 
end is falling vpon me, 

All children take warning by mee; ho- 
your your parents in heart, in word, and it 
deede. Reucrence them, obey them dil). 
gently. 
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ligently, and ſtriue to pleaſe them. Then 
will God ſurely bleſſe you, & you ſhall prof. 
rin bodie & ſoule. But if you will be lead 
y the deuill to deſpiſe your parents, to diſ. 
obey them, and greeue them, God will de- 
ſpiſe you, greeue you, and deſtroie you, If 
you haue any way misbehaued your (clues 
to your parents,crie them mercie vpon your 
koces, and humbly intreat them to pray yn. 
to God, that he will for giue you. 
I your parents do need your helpe, help 
them to the verie yuermoſt 'of your ipower, 
When they be ſicke, go vnto them, tattie a- 
baut them, be teadie, and put forth your 
ſelſe co doe any thing for them. O chat chil- 
dren did know hat is che worth of a father 
or-mothers bleſſing, when their hearts be 
cumſotted by the dutiſulneſſr of their child! 
They would rather then faile, creepe vpon 
their hand., and knees to pleaſe them. 
be Dcuill knowerh this to be true, and 
therefore blindeth childiens cies, and har- 
deneth thir hearts, leaſt they, hy hegouring 
their father and mother, ſhould procure to 
themſelues the manifold bleſſings of God, 
When yout parents die, - mourne for them, 
and burie theo in ſeemely ſort. | 
Neuer endure to ſay or heate anie word 


againſt 
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againſt your father, or mother. 

If you haue = 1 and grand- 
mother, you muſt honour them as your ſa- 
ther, and mother. Honour your vncles, 
iuntes, brethren, and ſiſters, yea and all 
your kindred, for your farhers,and mothers 
jake, Moreouer, honour all chem that haue 
beene freinds to your father, and mother: 
you muſt honour the King as your Father, 
for hee vnder God preſerueth you in peace 
from iniurie and violence, You muſt loue 
your countrie, as your mother: for in it you 
were borne and brought vp. You muſt 
honor them that are in authoritie vnder the 
King, and all your ſupertours, For they are 
meanes to _ good order, that you maie 
live a quiet life in all godlineſſe and hond- 
ſtie, Meddle not with the ſtate-matters a- 
boue your ca ling: for it is a ſpice of à re- 
bellious narure to call the doings of highet 
powers into queſtion , and to finde fault 
with them, If anie thing ſeeme amiſſe, praie 
bumblie to God, that hee will mercifully- 
cauſe it to be amended ; and doe you care- 
fully endeaugur to amend your one ſelfe, 
For ir maie be that your ſinne is ſome part of 
cauſe, why there is ate wir of grace in your 
gouernors. This is your beſt waie; ind. not 

to 
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to ſpeake euil of thoſe which are in authori- 
tic, as I haue wickedly done. : 
You muſt honour Archbiſhops, and Bi. 
ſhops, and all Chriſts Miniſters as Fathers, 
For their office is to feede your ſoules; ſpe. 
cially the Miniſter of the parriſh, wherein 
you liue, who in matter of ſaluation is 3s a 


x.Thef. mother ro nurſe you, and as a father to traine 
you, and teach you. Haue alwaies a reverent 


opinion of your miniſter: for otherwiſe you 
ſhall greatly indanger your ſoules, as I haue 
done. 


If your heart be poſſeſſed with 2 diſlike ' 


of your Miniſter, goe to ſome other church 
to heare the ſcruice of God vntill you bein 
a better minde ; leaſt the ill conceit of the 
Miniſter make you to miſtake and be diſta- 
ſted with that which he preacherh, readeth, 
or prayeth. For then you ſhould be in a fear- 
full caſc, and the deuill would enter into 
you, and make youloath the holy ſetuice of 
God 


. Whiles you liue, bleſſe your ſelſe from 

ſaying, and doing any thing that may diſa- 

ble the Miniſter of Chriſt: for that were to 

deſpiſe Chriſt hin. ſelſe. 

It you ſay, he is thus, and thus vnfit for 

his calling: Iaoſwer,as before, if he be ſo, 
you 
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you are bound to praie that he may be a- 
mended, What warrant haue you to iudge 
Gods Miniſter? Take heed, 

I was once — — ſcruant; and thete- 
fore doe intr eat all iſeruants ro honour them 
whoſe ſcruants they are, as if they were their 
fachers, and mothers, reuerencing, obey- 
ing, and ſeruing them faithfully. Bleſſed 
are all good ſeruants: for whether their ma- 
ſters vle them well, or no, God will not faile 
to power his bleſſing vpon them. But he wil 
ſurely puniſh naughtie ſeruants, and naugh- 
tie Maſters. 

Honour all your freinds, and well willers: 
for they are, or would be, as your parents, 
meanes to preſerue you. Hate my bar barous 
— and neuer be vnkind to any that 

beene kind to you, although he be tur- 
ned from a freind to an enemie. 

One vnkindnes, yea many times a falſe ſuſ- 
pition of vnkindneſſe hath made me diſho- 
nour my kind freinds; But if you will pleaſe 
God, practiſe the contrarie, let not — 
vnkindneſſes cauſe you to forget one ki 


nes; but let one kindues put many vnkind- 

neſſes quite out of minde. 
Reuerence your elders, and all that are 
in any gift or grace of God better then you 
or 
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for they are as fathers and morhers vnto you 
to doe you ſome good, at leaſt by example, 

God made all people in his owne like. 
neſſe, and there is none fo lowe but that he 
maie one waie or other do you good, at leaſt 
by excrcifing your patience if be be faultie, 
or your enemie; much more by praying for 
you, if you giue him cauſe ſo to doe: there- 
fore honour all people, euen your enemies 
And let your owne conuerſation be wile & 
vertuous, leaſt you doe as I hate done, di- 
ſhonouring God that made you, your pa- 
rents that brought you forth and nouriſhed 
you, your gouernours that haue the ruling 
of you, your freinds. that fauour, and further 
you, for you doing euill are a diſcredirvnto 
them all: yea, if your behauiour be not good 
you diſhonour all the world, for if you dot 
reſpect them as Gods people ought to be 
reſpected. you will be aſhamed that anie 
ſhould ſec, or heare any cuill of you. 

All Parents and bringers.vp of childrea 
nurture them while they be young to feare 
God and honour you, for ſo they will be fra- 
med to hononr all others. But it in fonde 
loue you make your children your fellowes, 
or by ill behaviour caufe them to thinke 
vnreuerently of you, how can they kindely 
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orme their dutie vnto you. 

O chat parents did ſo loue their children, 
chat theit ſpeciall care might be to make 
them lowely and louely to God, and to all 
people; O Lord Ieſu, I humblie be ſeech thee 
to ſay, Amen. 

lama murderer in heart, in tongue, and 
in out ward works, therefore euerlailing life 
u not in me, my heart is full of vnchatitable- 
neſfe, readie to miſliłke my bodie, to ſutmiſe 
evill of them, and to entertaine furious an- 
ger, helliſh hacred, and all deadly enmitie; 

my tongue is a ſharpe ſword wounding @s 
yen my freinds; yea, I am like a foole that 
blindfoldeth himſelſe and burteth he cateth 
not whom: when I conceaue that any is ad 
uerſarie ynto me, I ſpare no poiſon but re- 
vile him birterly, I haue murthered manie 
wich an euill eie, enuying their proſperiticz 
Ihaue ſtricken and flung at others with a 
murderous minde, I have cauſed quarreling 
& fighting, I haue cauſed ſome to looſe the 
meanes whereby they liued. I haue hindered 
ethers from obtaining helps of — 
their life, I haue greedily kept in ſtore, an 
vainely waſted that, — the want 
whereof many poore haue pined with hun- 
D x ger 
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ger end cold, I haue indangered the ſalunt. 
on of others by ill example, liuing among 
chem as one infected with the plague; yea 
many ſinnes like plague ſores breaking and 
running out continualy, Al people rake war. 
ning by me, if you will not be guiltic of 
murther,ſhunne all the cauſes,and occaſions 
thereof. Doe not endure to take any diſlike 
of man, woman, or childe, nor be too well 
conceited of your ſelſe, for then you ſhall 
be apt to thinke ill of any bodie: G that you 
knew into how many dangers you put your 
ſelfe, when you begin to diſlike or deſpiſe 
ny bodic; for cucn as when your mouth is 
out of taſt you cannot reliſh any thing be i 
neuer ſo good; ſo if your mind be ill cons 
ceired of; an other, whatſocuer hee ſaith or 
doth you condemne it. But you ily ſay, ſnal 
I not diſlike ſuch as I doe ſee and heare to 
euill? I anſwer firſt, you may by fight 
hearing take your taſt amiſſe, as the Phari- 
ſe did in diſliking the Publican;whoſe heart 
was better liked of God then the Pharihes, 
that diſliked him, Secondly, although ano- 
ther be indeede ſo bad as you ſee and heare 
that he is; yet thou muſt diſlike him none 
otherwiſe, then for your owne ſinnes you 


diſlike your ſelſe. Sorric you are and much 
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difpleaſed with your finnes, if you be a true 


ag chriſtii; but yet you bate not your ſelfe, you 

en doe not raile vpon your ſelſe; but louing 

nd your ſelfe you hide your faults: So muſt you 

U- Y doe to others, for if y6u loue them, loue co- 

ol verech a multitude of ſinnes. But if you bare 

yy my of Gods people you are a muttherer: 
t 


the holy Ghoſt, whatſocuer cauſe is giuen 
jouro be 
not wrath ſtaie long in your heart: leaſt you 


ou entertaine the Deuill, who will fill you 

*&  vich hate, and deſire of — - If anie do 

px hurt you in word or deede, firſt conſider 
t 


well, whether you haue giuen any cauſe ei- 
ther ſpecially rouching | partie, or by a- 
ny misbehauiour ; examine your heart be- 
fore the face of God, as he ſhall iudge your 
ſoule and if you find your ſelfe anic waie in 
fult, crie God mercie both for your one 
ines, and for his that hath thereupon done 
you harme, for if you had not giuen cauſe, 
be had not ſinned in harming you by word 
or deed, 

But if your conſcience be cleare,that you 


due be hurt by them, to whom you haue giuen 
1 o cauſe, then if you can haue true patience, 


ou are Gods owne child. It a man were by 
D 2 the 


therefore take heed, follow the counſell of tog. 


angrie, pacific your ſelſe, and let 26.97. 


Match. looke well to your ſelſe, and by your pati- 
14 ence keepe your ſoule, leaſt breaking the 
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the Lawes of the Realme condenmed to dle 
8 greeuous* death, and might eſcape with 
condition that his coate ſhould be bearen, 
and he take it patiently, it is to be thought 
that he would be verie glad of the conditi. 
on, and ſtriue to be —— you ate a fin. 
ner, & therefore by the law of God worthy 
to ſuffer death in hel fire, where the damned 
are euer in extreame pangs of death, & yet 
they neuer die, God of his mercie offercth 
you pardon through Icſus Chriſt,vpon con- 
dition that yu ſhall patiently ſuffer the ad. 


uerſities and iniuries of this world. Therfore 


condition you forfeit your pardon, and ſo be 
tormented, Take heed how you iudge of 2. 
ny bodie, for you maie be manie waics de- 
ceived ; euen in that which you ſee, much 
more in that which you heate, and moſt of al 
in that which you ſurmilſe, 

Doe not wiſh, no not imegine any cuil 
to happen vpon anie of Gods people; but 
thinke, and wiſh well to all, yea to your e- 
nemies, praic earneſtlie to God for them. 
Doe not reioyce to ſee, or heare any cuill of 
others, but ſotto and grieue at it; not 
greiue to {ce or heaxe, of the proſperitie of 

5 other 
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chers, bur reioyce at it. Then ate you in 
chatitic:els not. 

Whatſoeuer aduerſitie happeneth vnto 

ou, humble your ſelfe to God, and take ir 

parientlie, leaſt you hurt both bodie & ſoule 
with woridlie ſorrowe, as I haue done, Haue 
good conſcience towards God, and, be in 
chatitie and peace with all people; then no- ' 
thing cau ouercome you. 

Be ſlowe to ſpeake, and when you ſpeake 
let your (peach be gracious, — with 
heauenlic (alt, that you maie harme none of 


Gods people in anie word that you viter. 
Before you ſpeake, be well aduiſed hat 
you ſaie: of whome, and to whome, whar 


you ſaie: for yov muſt giue an account of 
euerie idle word. One needleſſe word draw- 
eih out, another, and commonliie cauſeth 
much eulll communication. Take heede of 
whom you ſpeake: for you muſt not call anie 
bodies name into cueltion, vnicſic it be to 
ſome good and charitable putpoſe. It is an 
hellſh propertie of mine to occaſion ſpeach 
of 2nic in place where they are lixelie ro be 
ill ſpoken of, whereby I ſer them as a marke 
for others to ſhoore a:. 
Take heede ro whome you ſpeake; for 
ſome are of that qualit ie, that you can hard- 
3 lie 
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laie aſide any thing to them, bur they will 
pick ſome euill out of it, Therefore ler your 
words be few,and wiſely ſpoken. 

Neuer ſpeak word, to reproach any man, 
woman, or child. It is naught to teuile our 
encmic,worſe to ſpeake ill of him that never 
did you harme; but an horrible wickedneſſe 
to — your freind. Some will ſaie, Is it 
not law full to call a ſpade, a ſpade? I anſwer 
you by a notable example. S. Iude writeth 
that Michael the Archangel beeing in ſtriſe 
with the deuill, durſt not giue any reproach, 
full word. Why durſt bee not? Surely for 
diſpleaſing God. If it be diſpleaſing 10 God, 
that an holie Angell ſhould ſpeake any re. 


proach to the deuil, how can we ſafely quip, 
taunt, rcuile, defame, curſe, and baune one 
another? 


A wordof 2 is greeuous to him 
P 


of whom it is ſpoken, maketh others to 
thinke hardly of him, and may cauſe his de- 
ſtruction, 

Curſers are murtherers, for if it pleaſe 
God, to ſuffer their courſeto take effect, the 
partie curſed is murdered by the deuil, 

They that ſooth & flatter others in enill, 
are murderers; for they thruſt them forward 
into defituQtion, 

| Neuer 
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Neuer practiſe any deceit ro draw another 
into danger; for God hateth blood thirſtie 
and deceitſull men. 

Be not double tongued, to ſpeake faire to 
ones face, and foule behind his backe. 

Make no debate, nor be a tale carrier: for 
all ſuch are ſer a worke by the deuill, to cauſe 
miſchiefe, and murther in the world, 

Vſe no man, woman, or child vnchatita- 
bly: be kind to all, and cruell to none. Be 
care full to ſuccour the needie, leaſt they pe- 
riſk through want of that which you might 
doe for them. Goe often to them chat are 
ficke, but goe with a good intent, to good 
purpole. Sic kneſſe warnerh the ſicke to pre- 
pare towards heauen. Therefore you muſt 
notralke much carthly matters: for a ſmall 
touch pluckes him downward that is weak- 
ly going vp the hill; but helpe him vpward 
the beſt that you can wich heauenlycommu- 
nication, 

Take heede that you giue none euill ex- 

le in word or deed, for it is like the poi- 
ſoned infection of the plague, which may go 
fatre,and cauſe the deſſruetion of manie, 

If you would be cleare from all blood. 

iltineſſe, flee from enmitie, and labour to 


in peace, and to make peace. 
D 4 
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- To be in peace; firſt and foremoſt with 
God: for if there bee enmitie betweene 
God, andyou, youtake the way to mur- 
der your owne ſoule; Secondly, if you can 
poſhbly with a good conſcience haue peace 
with all people, yea ſue, and ſeeke tor it, 
Becauſe enmitie can bardly bee without 
much vncharitableneſſe, And gteeuous is 
the danger thereof; as I finde and feele by 
woefull experience, If your waies plcaſe 
God, as mine did neuer, he will make your 
enemies to be at peace with you, And then 
you ſhal proſperouſly practiſe co be a make- 
peace berweene God and your neighbour, 
and between neighbour and neighbour,by 
your godly life, and good counſell, When 
you ſce or heare that any are in enmitie, pi- 
tie their caſe, as if their houſes were 3 fire, 
and they rhemſclues likely to be burned; 
pray vnto God for them, that they may be 
rightly. agreed; and ptactiſe what good 
meaues you can to quench the fire: but 
come not too neere it, leaſt you be alſo fi- 
red; meddle not too much wich the points 
in controuerſie: for it is a verie dangerous 
butneſſe, Keepe your ſelſe alwaies indiffe- 
rent, not holding with one, nor with the 
other: for a parraker cannot be ___ ra 

care 
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beate an euen hand berweene them. Remẽ· 
ber well the ſaying of Salomon, It is honour p. 
ſor a man to kee pe himſelſe out of contenti- 
on; but focles.will be medling. 

Strive to liue quietly: So ſhall you eſcape 
many tronbles, prevent much miſchicfe, and 
inioy manie ble ſſings. 


5 4 


Las! how fhall I doe; without holi- 
neſſe none ſhall ſee God; I have al- 
waics poſſeſſed wy bodie in vnbolineſſe, 
— 22 for cuen from my childe- 
| haode 1 was, and am defiled with fleſhly 
luſt; which hath conſumed my bodie, and 
cankred my ſoule, ſo that I am before God 
2moſ? ougly monſter, & a dereftable loath- 
fome wretch, This helliſh fire was firſt kin- 
died iu my beart by ſeeing lewd behaviour, 
and hearkening to fiithie talke, whereby 1 
grew to be of ſo beaftly an mes 
I could hardly ſee or heare anie thing, but 
— I turned it toſome meaning ef luſt, 
o quench this fire I ſometime thought vp- 
on Origens remedie, ſometime 1 purpoſed 
mariage, bur all in vaine : for to this daie I 
continue inflamed with it, & neuer had the 
grace to be ſreed from it. ö 
O all ye children of men, liue in the _ 
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of God and beginne betimes to hare this 
fooliſh and filthie ſinne; for if it once tale 
poſſeſſion of your heart, it will haunt you 
like an euill ſpirit, Therefore doe not endure 
to ſee, heare, ot thinke anie vncleanneſſe. If 
anie beginne to talke, read, or ſing matter 
of dealſlineſſe , flee out of their companie: 


for it is the deuill that ſetteth them a worke 
to fire your hearts, Whatſocuer lewd bal. 
let, book, or picture cometh to your hands, 
teare it all to peeces, or burne it to aſhes; 
for whoſocuer made it, the deuill deuiſed it 
for your deſtruction. If God doe ſee that 
you hate all cauſes of filthinefſe,he will loue 


you decrely, and many excellent graces hee 
will giue vato you, 

Parents,& gouernours of children, keep 
them — from the delight of this fin, 
It is not good that boyes, and girles ſhould 
lie in bed together, uor plaie in private pla- 
ces: for the deuill watcbech his time to work 
his temptation vpon them. It is ſtrange, and 
I ſhould not beleeue it, but that I remember 
it, fince I was a child, how younglings will 
dtawe one another to this fleby linne. 

All people, if you deſire by the grace oſ 
God, to be preſerued from this fierie filth» 
nes, in the uame of Ieſus Chriſt, ſettle your 

hears, 
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beartato pt aie, & to practiſe for chaſtitie, 

O mott holy Lord Cod, who in the be- 
gioning of tis world didſt make man and 
woman, and marriethem together, ordai- 
ning that they ſhould. with ſo vadefiled 
hearts ingreaſe their kind, as in cating and 
drinking they vouriſh their, bodie : But e- 
ver ſince Sathan by temptation had drawne 
them away from thee, ihine holy ordinance 
is broken, for people doe rather giue theme 
ſelues to the delight of beaſtiy luſt, then to 
the delire of bleſſed increaſe, Whereupon 
they pamper, and paint out themſelues, that 
they maie follow their filthineſſe, and allure 
ene an other thereunto, Morcouer by the 
procurement of our old enemie che Deuill, 
this world is ſo full of temptation, that Iam 
continually in danger by ſecing, hearing, or 
ſore one way or other to bee infected by 
loathſome Juſt : yea, although there were 
not ſuch abundance of outward alurements, 
yet mine owne heart is readie to betraie me 
to the devil), Therefore ] doe humble be- 
ſcech thy bleſſed maieſtie, that it may pleaſe 
theezo pteſetue me from all temptations of 
luſt all the daies of my life. And it it be thy 
will chat I ſhall marrie, good Lord giue vn. 
tome a vertuous wife, that we may chriſti- 

anly 
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anly live together, not in the vnſatiable luſt 
of vncleannes, as they that know thee nor; 
but in ſuch godly remperice, that our minds 
be holy, our bodies healthie, our chil. 
drenif thy pleaſure be to ſend vs any,holie, 
and able to doe thee ſeruice. Moſt mercifull 
God, graunt me this my praier for thy ſonne 
Irſus Chriſts ſake, to whom with thee, and 
the holy Ghoſt be all honour, and glorie 

hencetorth for cuermore, Amen, 
Now with daily praier ioyne diligent 
practiſe. Giue your ſelues to ſome good ex · 


ereiſe and labour, flie from idleneſſe. Pam- 


per not your bodies with gluttonie, & drun- 
c 


nnes, bur vſe verie ſober diet; abhor all 
brauerie of apparell, be eloathed only as be. 
commeth a Chriſtian in your degree, 

Whatſocuer it be that mooneth you anie 
way tothe thought,or deſire of luſt, leaue it, 
and turne from it, 

1 doe heartily wiſh holines to all people, 
but bee ing a wretched man, I doe ſpeciallie 
intend my confeſſion vnto men, 

Al men, young or old, I beſeech you give 
— heart and mind to holy thoughts, and 

1eauenly deſires, deteſt all morions of filthi- 
neſſe, which tend to diſpleaſe God, and de- 
froic you bhodie and ſoule. 7 
0 
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Doe not muſe of women nor let your cies 
bee delighted in beholding their bapurie 
ind ſineneſſe: giue no regard to their coĩe 
behaviour, tripping, and dancing, Take no 

eaſure in bearing their delicate talking, 
{weere ſinging, and amotous playing: for 
the deuill is teadie when you are au waie 
touched with delight of women, preſen 
to kindle bis fire in your heart, Be not muc 
familiar with any woman, ſpecially alone: 
for it will cauſe 2 to you and fuſpition 
to others. If you ſee a woman to be yerie 
fellowly, iudge her not, for ſhee may be 
good; but be you a ſtranger. ynto her, leaſt 
Saran make you naught, Doe not dollie, jeſt, 
or plale with women, leaſt it happen vnto 
you, as to the flic that plaieth about the cã- 
die, till ſhe have ſpoiled ber flying. 

As you muſt carefully keepe your (clues 
from beeing enflamed with luſt , ſo alſo you 
ought to take great heede, that you giue 
none occaſion to enflame any of Gods peo- 
ple. O what an helliſh part is it ro ioyne 
with the. deuill in tempting others! A man 
and his wife ſhould not dallie one with an 
other in the fight of any, no not of their 
owne children, leaſt it mooue them to euill 
thoughts, Aheathen man among heathen 

bt, peo- 
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ople was put to great diſgrace, becauſe 
ekiſſed his wifein the ſight of his dough. I 
ter. This is a notable example for Chriſtians 
that make no conſcience to infeR others by 
word, and deede, apparell, geſlure, and e. 
ueric way that can be deuiſcd : you knowe 
— that Chriſt faith, it were better for a man to 
be caft into rhe ſea with a milſtone about his 
neck, then to giue anie occaſion to make ag 
other to ſinne. 0 
O ye women;Tpraie you that for Chriſts 
fake yee will conſider, why God was fo 
diſpleaſod with the daugh:crs of Sion, for 
n their fine attire, and-wanton behauiour:and 
alſo why the holie (Ghoſt doth will chriſtian 
vomen to detkeè themſelues with vertues: 
and not with coſtly taiment: Surelie it ſee. 
meth to me, that one cauſe is the great dan. 
ger of men, who are inticed to luſt by the 
rriemneſſe of women, And is not another 
, cauſe the waſting of Gods goods vpon vain 
ornarnents? Take heede leaſt God doe one 
daie call you to a teckoning for euerie pen- 
die idlie beſtowed, and for every man by 
your meanes tempted. O the modeſſie of 
women, hat an heavenly preſeruatiue and 
remedie it is againſt Juſt ! 
Young men praic humbly, & feruently to 
God. 
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God, that you be not ſtained with luſt; and 
if you find your bodies dangerouſly ſubie 
there unto, ſtriue to keep your minds cleage, 
Rather then yeeld to any vnlawtull a& of 
feſhlineſſe, inrend your felfe ro marrie: for 
marriage is an hovourable calling, and holy 
before God, It is farre bettet to be marri- 
ed, and vetie poore, with honeſtic : then to 
be vnmatied, and very rich, with diſhoneſty, 
If you meane to marie, praie vnto God that 
he will give you grace, well and wiſely to 
gouerne, and maintaine a maricd life : praie 
alſo that hee will match you with agodly 
wife, And as vou praie, ſo — by all 
good meanes to ptocure the bleſſing Which 
you praie-for. Commending your ſelte to 
thepleaſure of Cod: be well aduiſed before 
— make choice of a wife, and when you 
e once ſetled ypur minde, let nothing 
cauſe you to repent, or forſake your choiſe: 
Ihad beenc a married man, and freed from 
the flames of luſt, but that I gaue eate to 
thoſe that diſliked the partic, whom I had 
good cauſe to like and to loue, notwithſtan· 
ding what ſoeuer they could ſaie againſt her: 
I was accur ſed, and therefore vnſteadfaſt in 
all good courſes, 
Beeing determined to marrie a 
ate 
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hate the thought of making her your concy. 
bine, before ſhe be your lawfull wife: leaſt 
God in great diſpleaſure doe lay ſome one 

lague or another vpon you. O that you 
— what a bleſſednes it is for a man and a 
woman to come into the Church before the 


face of Cod, and his Angels, there to be ma- 


tied, becing boch vndefiled. 8 


— — 


— 


Haue beene a theeſe many waies; when 1 

was a child, I remember I was giuen to 
ſteale apples, and afterward I purloined di- 
uers things, yea monie ſrom my father and 
mother; I bought things and neuer paied 
for them: I did ſteale books and deceived o- 
thers by many ſhiſts: x hen I was put in truſt 
to buy any thing for an other, I made them 
belccue that I paied more for it then indeed 
I did; and commonly tooke vp much como. 
dities for mine owne vſe, & left it vpon their 
reckoning whom I ſerued; ſpecially when [ 
was a young ſcholler in the Vaiuerſitie, 
wherc I did much wrong my good freinds, 

When ] bought any thing, I made much 
adoe to get it better cheape then it was 


. worth; diſpraiſing it, and promiſing to help 


the {eller to cuſtome. I haue bought _ 
of 
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forhalfe the worth, of ſuch as haue warited 
money.Contrariwiſe if I ſold a thing, l failly 
prailed and prized it at more then it was 
worth,profeſſing that I wold not haue par- 
ted from it, bur tar neede of money, or for 
loue of the buyer. I haue made them pay ex- 
treamely that were earneſt to buy auy ching 
which 1 had, | 

If I found any thing, I cloſely kept it to 
my ſelfez yea, and ſometime I found things 
before they were loſt, 

Once one found certain monie, who ſee- 
ing me goe that way, thought it bad beepe 
mine, and therefore gaue it me, and I rooke 
it for mine owne, — hl loſt none, 

haue taken reward for doing many 
things, which I did not as I ought to haue 
done. 

haue not well rewarded many that did 
for nice, yea, I haue diuerſe times done euill 
tothem, rhat did good ro me. 

In matter of xeckoning, hen ſome baue 
not r-nembred fo much as I owed to them, 
I paied them according to. their remem- 
brance, and keepe the reſidue to my ſelſe a- 
gainſt my conſcience. 

haue taken wages for ſchooling chil- 
dten, and miniſtring in the Church, but did 
E 2 not 
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not truely performe my dutic,and therefore 
am atheefe, 
| I haue beene gijuen to gaming, and ther. 
| in practiſed deceir, which people doe call 
[ foulc-plaic; but before the face of God it is 
| very theft, 
I haue by faire words, and pleaſing pro- 
; | miſes gotren many things of others, for 
| which I made trecompence. 
I haue ſer ſome to worke for me, & baue 
| aide them too little for their paines. 
| I have beene a broker to helpe one to get 
| goods from another; once I was a meanes 
1 make a man giue houſe and land, from bis 
kindred to another, In performing which 
worke I wrought with the deuill, & prafti- 
ſed much deceit. 


I have borrowed things, and either not re- 


ſtored them at all, or not in ſo good ſort,as 
I receiued them, I haue heartened ſome to 
truſt others, by whom they haue beene de- 
ceiued. 

I haue many waies waſted and hurt the 
| goods of other folke, careleſly, couetouſiy, 
and ſpitefully. 

I have oftentimes beene verie partiall in 
| queſtion touching goods berweene partie 
audpartic; becauſe I haue beene ill _— 
| te 
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ted of the one, or well opinioned of the o- 
ther, or thought to be a gainer by the buſi- 
neſſe. I haue many wayes counſelled, aided, 
and concciled vntighteouſnes. 

By all theſe wayes, 2nd many more, 
which I can not 'remeniber, I haue becne 
atheefe, and therefore the huge booke of 
Gods curſes written againſt theeues, doth zu 
take hold vpon me, and wil not leaue me till. 
be brought to naught. 

O ye people of God, for Chriſts ſake be 
cateſull ro keepe your ſelues true, and iuſt. 
Doc not ſo much as get a pinne with an e- 
vill conſcience : for howſoeuer the Deuill 
blindeth you, yet one day you ſhall ſee, that 
all —— gaine will haue a naughtie end. 
Practiſe no deceit, nor crueltie in buying, 
ſelling, chopping, changing, botowing, len- 
ding, gaming, or any way elſe; for God will 
ſurely lay bis vengeance vpon all that make 
any vniuſt gaine, or diminiſh the good of o- 
thers, 

Make no commoditie by any trade, or 
practiſe that hindereth your neighbour,or is 
againſt a common good, Doe not take 
or hold from any, that which in conſcience 
is due vnto them: for goodswrongfully got- 
ten or kept fromthe tight owner, doe conti- 

l E 2 nu- 
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nually crie vnto God, for iuſtice againſt 


Therefore if you haue by any manner of 
meanes hurt, hindered, or diminiſhed the 
good of any, yeeld due recompence vpon 
true repentance, to the partic wronged, or if 
he be dead, to his heires; or if — dead 
without heires, or you cannot find the par- 
tie to whom reſtitution is due, giue it to the 
poore. But if you haue no abilitie to make 
ſatisfaction, conſeſſe the wrong to the par- 
tie whome you haue wronged, and prale 
him to forgiue; and atleaſt praie vnto God 
continually that he will plentifully tecom- 
pence them, whom you haue iniured, pow. 
ring vpon them his bleſſings in bodie and 
foul If you thinke chat Chriſts religion 
doth not require ſatisfaQion of wrongs, you 

Laken. l. are deceiued; for Zacheus inſtructed of 
Chrift, offred that if he had done wrong to 
any man he would giue to the partie wron- 
ged foure times ſo much, as the dammage 
came to. 

Therefore needes muſt ſingle ſatisſaction 
be due, a penny for apenny,and a pound for 
a pound, , 

If you aske, whether I follow this leſſon or 
no? Ianſwer ; my conſcience doth tie mee 
vnto 
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vnto it, Therefore ſome ſatisfaction I haue 
made, and ſome more by the grace of Ged 
Iwill make; and that which I cannot doe 
thorough want of abilicie, I muſt crave of 
God that he will ſupplie: I doe not fpeak to 
honour my ſelfc; but to glorific God, who 
my Iudge, and to benefit you, who are 
his people. I haue paid twentie ſhillings at 
once by way of reſtitutian, to him that 
could not claime ſo much as a pennie due; 
becauſe I had formerly paid him his owne 
reckoning; who thereupon held himſelſe ſa- 
tsfied; but my conſcience did teſtiſie that I 
owed him more. 
Some haue iudged me fooliſh and yaine- 
lorious, becauſe I appeared to ſuccour 
— few poore people: I do not iuſtifie my 
ſelfe,for it is God that truly ſeeth,and iudg- 
ech all cl.ings, But my conſcience is, that 1 
am bound to giue much, by way of tecom- 
nce to the poore; becauſe many that I 
— wronged are dead, or if they be alue, 
know not where to find themzand therfore 
muſt follow S. Pauls direction, who faith, let 


bim that ſtole, ſteale no more, but let him Erb. 28. 


rather labour, working with his hands that 

which is good; that he may haue to impare 
yuto ſuch as haue need. 

All chriſtians ought to put the:nſelues to 

E 3 take 
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take any paines,yea ſuch as they were never 
brought vp vnto, rather then to maintaine 
themiclucs with the hinderance of others, 

Beware of flouthſulneſſe, waſtſulneſſe, 
and vnthriftineſſe; for they will bring you 
into neceſſitie; and then you mult liue like 4 
drone, if not by wicked ſhiſting, yet by baſe 
beggeric. Godly thriſt is a — vertue, ha- 
ving diligence to prouide things neceſſarie 
ttuely, and righteouſly, and care to ſave and 
keepe things gotten, yet withour filthic nig- 
gardnes and vnmercifulnes. 

Take heede, leaſt thorough your counte- 
nance, counſell, or commendation you cauſe 
one to ſuſter loſſe by another; for if you do, 
che loſſe before Godſhal be required at your 
hands. | 

If the word of God be true, as without 
doubt it is, that a falſe wirneſic ſhall not be 
vnpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall 
periſh; then am I in a fearefull caſe, for 1 
haue made many lies, and borne much falſe 
witneſſe, 1 have ſignified many things, o- 
therwiſe then I thought of them, I rake 
much delight in telling ſtrange reports, and 
ſuch as ate cither altogether vnttue, ot 
peiced vp wich lies, or at leaſt vetie vncer- 

taine, 
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tine, and not like to be true, Aiſol love lies, 
and when I heare them, i vphold the: , tome 
time for my ow ne aduantage, ſometiine to 
pleaſe other, and ſometime to hurt chem 
that I loue not. Hereby it plainely appeareth 
whole child I am; for God is the tather of 
truch, and che Deuill father of lying. 

For Gods fake therefore all people I be- 
ſeech you hate lying, doe not ſigniſie, ot 
maintaine any word that is vntrue,although 
you might much benefit your ſelſe by it: vn- 
leſſe in verie conſcience you be perſuaded 
and haue good reaſon to mooue you that 
ſuch a thing is true, vttet it not. Be no com- 
mon reporter of newes, nor much giuen to 
talke : for ſuch people doe viter many lies. 
In bearing witneſſe be well aduiſed what 
you ſay, & with what intent: for you may be 
atalſe wigyes many waies,and ſometime not 
perceiugizyour ſelſe. Falſe M itneſſe is a lie in 
matter gr in; meaning. The matter teſtified 
is falſe altogether, ot in ſome part. A teſti- 
monie altogether falſe is that, wherein there 
is no word true, as they which witneſſed a- 
gainſt Naboth, that hee had ſpoken againſt 1243 - 
God, and the King; whereas hee had not 
ſpoken anic thing againſt God, or the King, 
Ateſtimony partly falle,i4 when ſame what 
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is put to, or put out, or ſome word altered, 
Of putting to, we haue an example in the 
Iewes, who accuſed Chriſt ro Pilate the Em- 
Lake petours deputie, that he did forbid men to 
1. i 7 7 * 

Mar32.24, pale tribute to the Emperour,ſaying,that he 
was Chriſt a King. It is true that be ſaid be 
was Chriſt a king ; but falſe that hee forbad 
men to paie tribute to the Emperor: for be 


Mat. 19.24. wed people to pay, yea, and paid for him- 
elfe. 


256,7. 


} Of leauing out we have an example inthe 
þ — deuill; who, to perſwade Chriſt to throwe 
0 n pimſelſe do une fromthe top of the remple, 
; tolde him that it is titten in the word ol 
God, the Angels of God had a charge gi- 
uen them to keepe Chriſt from burting him- 
ſelfe. Here che deuill leꝶ out theſe words, In 
all thy waics; which he could not ſpeake,be. 
cauſe hee intended that Chriſt ſhould not 
take the way to goe'downt by ſtares ; but 

tempt God in falling from the toppe. 
Ol altering ſome word we haue an exam- 
lat 26.61. ple in the two falſe witneſſes, that accu- 
{cd Chriſt, ſaying; this man ſaid, I can de- 
Loh. a. ic ſtroy the temple of God, and build it in 
three daies, Whereas Chriſt ſaide, Deſtroy 
ye this tewple,& I wil build it in three daies, 
You may teſtife of an other that which 
hee 


2 ee 27 
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he bath ſaide or done, and yet miſtake his 


meaning. So whey Chriſt ſaide, Deſtroy ye e 
this temple; he meant bis bodie : but bis 


adverſaries tooke it. that he meant the tem- 
e that was built of lime and ſtone. 

When David fled from the court of king 
Faul, and came to Abimelec che Prieſt; hee 2d. 
knowing none otherwiſe bur that hee was and 22. 
{till ia the Kings favour, pane him entertain- 
ment : and was therefore falſly accuſed of 
ode Doeg, to haue confpired with Douid a- 
gunſt the king ; ho thereupon put him to 
death and all his ined. 

It is a grieuous thing to confider, how 
both words and derds dre commomy miſta- 
ken to the gteat wrong of meny peeyle, yea 
that which is moſtꝑrieuous. when a thing 
ein not in it ſelſe be miſtaken wo preſume to 
find out ſome bad eauſe that M οued the 
partie to ſay it, or doe it. 

When the Apoſtles by the inſpiration of A 
the holy Ghoſt ſpake in ſtrange 1 
good narter , ſome ſard they were drunke, 

When Chriſt caſt out devils ; ſome ſaid he 

was a coniuret, and wrought with the deuil. 

lob liuing an vprightlife, the deuill accu- lob.:,s. 
ſed him that in Ne eur he was diſſembler: 
and would ferne God no longer then God 

fed 


1. Sam. 20. 
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Exod.2, 14. 
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fed him with gifts;and when he was pro. 
ued a lyer in that, yer he vrged, that if lob 
were bodily puniſhed with diſeaſes hee 
would ſhew. hioſclfe ſalſ-hearted to Gog; 
which alſo prooued a falſe witnes, 

Among all the apprentiſes that the deuill 
hath in the trade of falſe witneſſing aud ly. 
ing, none goe beyond them that will accuſe 
men for well doing; as they that accuſed 
Daniel for ſaying his praters,alleadging that 
thetein he ſhewed an ill mind to the king, 

You may teſtiſie againſt a man that which 
is true, and yet beforg the face of God, be 
within compaſſe of falſe witneſſe; as he that 
accuſed Moſes of killing an Egyptian, gaue 
true teſti monie; for Moſes did fo indeede, 
therefore the accuſer (pake the truth ; but 
not truely, that is, not in zeale tothe truth, 
in, malice to Moſes, who told him of his 

ault. 

To keepe your ſelfe cleare from lying & 
falſe witneſſing, you multfirſt feare God:tor 
he is a molt righteous: iudge, and will exs- 
mine wharſocuer you ſay of any bodic. 

Secondly, you muli loue the partie of who 
you ſpeake: for,ir is vetie trug,that cuill wil: 
cannot ſpeake well, but one way or an other 
it will outrunne your conſcience. Therefore 


loaden conſcience. 69 


ſyout heart be out of charitie with any, re- 
ne your ſelfe from medling with them: 
becauſe che wrath of man worketh not the 
righteouſnes of God, 4 
Thirdly, whatſoeuer you ſee or beare of 


Iam. 1 40, 


others, either me dale not with it according , he 
o 8. Pauls leſſon, Strive to be quiet, aud do 4 11. 


your buſineſſe: or if it ſo concerne you, that 
you muſt needes thinke and ſpeake of it, 
uke good heed that you doe got miſtake a- 
ay part of it; for miſtaking breedeth hes, & 
iris a ſinne to belit the devill 3 many things 
ue ſo ſaid and ſo done, that they may be ta- 
ken well or ill, yea w hat can be ſaid or done, 
but ſome one or other will turne it to an euil 
meaning, like vnto the ſpider that out of 
the belt flowers will ſucke ſome poiſon, 
But be you of the mind to take euetie thing 
the beſt way, knowing that it is the Deuills 
propertie to make the worſt of euery thing. 
You may be deceiued in that which you 
haue vpon vour one knowledge, becauſe 
you cannot ſee the heart and meaning of the 
* much more in that which you haue 
y here-lay : for reports are commonly very 
faultie, and ſeldome hold truth in euety 
point; wherefore Almightic God to ſhewe 
vs an example what we ought to doe, w -_ 
the 


Cent. 
21.21, 


Mat. 18.15. 
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the crie of the ſunes of dodome came vp 
heauen, came downe to ſee whether it were 
true or not, before he would ſceme to b 
lecue it, wherby you learne to be ſlow of be. 
leefe in hearing euill of others. pl 
But if you be well aſſured, that an other Wuc 
hath ſaid or done wrongfully, the wrong is! 
either to you, or to others. If any have Wb 
f 

b 

bi 

0 

Y 

y 

i 


wronged you, you muſt by the commande. 
ment of you maſter Teſus Chriſt,firſt tell the 
ic of his fault ſecrerly and chatitably if 
be fo amend, you are ſatisfied, If he regard 
not your talke, you muſt take one or two 
wich you, and tell him of his fault againe in 
charitable manner : and if then hee amend, 
you muſt reſt contented : but if he continue 
in his fault, you muſt complaine to ſuch as 
haue authoritie to judge between you. 0 
If one wrong another, and you be privie © | 
to ir,and ſure of it, you muſt be carefull that Wl / 
ou wrong neither of them;becauſe they ate 
th your neighbours,and brethren: there. I 
fore firſt defire the partie that doth the 
wrong to right it, which if he will not doe, 
— muſt diſcouer it, leaſt before God you 
a partaker in the wrong doing. 


I was 
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as neuer content with that which God 
zue mee, but continually diſliked my 
ate; murmuring, and caſting out com- 
jlaints, enuying the proſperitic of others, 
her alging chem not ſo worthie of it as my 
elle: yea, wiſhing in my heart that I had 
their goods, Being promiſed a living, which 
| could not haue till the death of bim that 
lad it. and hath it, I often defircd to heare of 
his death. Wherefore by the iuſt iudgement 
of God, he is likely to heare of my death. 
When I haue heard that ſuch, and ſuch were 
inpoſſibilicy of preſerment, or had obtained 
t. I frerred and tumed at it, becauſe 1 would 
have had it my ſelfe. 

When I ſaw a man hauc a wife of good 
condition, I could finde in my heart to wiſh 
vie MW hm dead, and my ſelſe married to his wife, 
at And when one maried a wife, whom I liked, 
re ¶ Iſtomaked it much, becauſe I had her not. 
e. © I haue wiſhed a good ſetuant from one to 
e mother. 

„ Tbus, and many other waics J haue coue- 
nd my neighbours goods, both to my ſelſe 
ind to others, becauſc I had not faith & cha- 


titie. 
s Oall Chriſtian people, hate this helliſh 
coue. 


— 


72 The burthen of « 


couctouſnes, the roote of all euill. Be hi ghly 
content with that which God giueth yorg 
and you ger by good meanes: for that which 
— get by ill meanes God giueth not, but 

y the ſufferance of God, ihe deuill belpet 
you to it. 

Therefore with goods well gotten qui 
your minde, and be very thankeſull to God, 
Couet not to be rich, for when a man is o- 
uerloaded he can hardly ttauell: and you are 
trauailers paſſing thorough this world into 
heauen. But if you foreſlowe the time till 
heauen gate be ſhut againſt you, what will 
all this worlds good auaile you ? your bodie 
muſt to the graue, your ſoule to hell, & your 
goods whereupon yon haue beitowed all 
your time, ſtudic, and labour, muſt remaine 
to whom you know not. Therefore haue 
meaſure in your woridly cares , and as your 


11::6, deere Lordand Saviour willeth you, giue 


19. 30s 


your minds to grow rich towards God, lay. 
ing vp treaiure in heauen, here it ſhall be 
ſately kept till you come, and there you ſhal 
inioy the ſame for euer. 

Deſire rather to make ſure vnto your 
ſelues the ſaluation of your ſoules, then the 
goods of the bodie: for looke what you de- 
fire moſt, you will molt intend, Of the two, 

ſt 


were better to negle the bodie,then the 


\inſeife the good of his ſoule, ſhall haue the 
good of his bodie into the bargaine. 

Ifchis were ſetled in the hearts of people, 
they would not cover ſo vnmeaſurably. This 
mmeaſurable couerouſneſſe doth ſhe that 
the heart is not right ſer towards God: for 
-Wif it were turned ro him, it would be tho. 
roughly ſufficed with his grace, whether you 
had much or little of wordly goods: Like as 
the needle in a dial will neuer be quiet vn- 
ill ir be ſet right to che North ſtarre, and 
then it will reſt, 

It cannot be, but that a couetous man is a 
breaker of this commandemenr, becauſe his 
heart is in the hand of the Deuill, and he tur- 


nech it whether be will. 
ur BY But many will ſay, ſuch, and ſich haue 
"ue ¶ too much, & I have too little: I anſwer, how 
ho you, they haue too much, and you too 


lictle, Becauſe they haue enough, and ſpare, 
but we want that which is neceſſarie; yea, 
but yet you liue. We live indeede, but not 
ſo well, as they that haue more. Ab, you 
doe not fare ſo well, nor goc ſo gaie, nor 
pleaſe your cies with the ſight of worldly 
wealch; If ir be the felicitie of this —_ 

E 
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ule; becauſe he that ſeeketh to aſſure vnto gz 
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that you locke far ; take heede leaſt you be 
one of them to whome Chriſt ſaich, Wo be 
Luk6.21. vnto you rich , becauſe you baue received 
| your comfort: that is, you haue that which 
ou ſought after. Yea, but you wiil ſay, we 
= it not. I anſwer, God loueth you ſo 
much the bettet. But you will ſay hy doth 
he not giue voto me as well as to others? A 
ood child reſteth content with that, which 
2 Father giueth him. But if that reaſon vi 
not ſerue, why doth parents beep kniucs fr 
liecle children? leaſt they ſhould hurt their 
bodies; ſo God keepeth worldly goods 
from you, leaſt you ſhould by the i]! v{.ng 
of chem harme your one ſoules. Doc you 
thinke that the poote begget Lazarus doth 
| now grieue at the miſenia wherein hee was, 
| when he lay at the rich mans gare full of 
ö ſores , and teadie to ſtatue through u ant of 
ſoode? No yerily : he reioyceth and ptaiſeth 
God for his pouertie, and for his patience, 
| where ich he endurcd the good pleaſure of 
| God; knowing that if he had contrariwiſc 

| 


been rich, be might haue thereby loſt bis 
ſalvation, as Dives did. It is a greatermat- 
tet to vſe riches well, then moſt people ima- 
1 gine. Els would not our Sayiour Chriſt haue 
25556. laid, as he did ſay; That it is eaſier for a — 
me 
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mell to goe through the eie of a needle, then 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdome of 
heauen, And yet leaſt they ro whom God 

meth riches ſhou!d be diſeomſorted, hee 
told his Diſciples, that God is able ro ſave 
the ric h. Whereby you vndcrſtand that to be 
rich, and to be ſaved, requireth a moſt migh- 
tie grace of God: for it were a great mirache 
to wake a camel! goe thorough, a needels 
eye. 2 7 

0 All this I ſay to che ende that you ſhould 
not couet more then you may with a ſate 
conſcience, your ſoule beeing firſt prouided 
for, procure vnto your ſclfe, 

But ſome ſay, I could be contented with 

a lutle, were it not for my children; I muſt 
needs confeſſe thar it is a godly care to pro- 
vide for your children: but let ir be with 
couetouſneſſe. Let not your children be ei- 
ther brought vp, ot ſetled in the world with 
goods vnconſcionably gotten from others, 
Iris better for them to be poorely brought 
vp, and to haue: but little left them. Haue 
you not ſeene many whoſe freinds haue left 
them much goods, fallen into more follie, 
then they that had little or nothing left the? 
But if y ou ſay. ſome feu e get all into their 
hands, and then deale vnmereiſully with vs, 


F 1 Doe 


out 
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Doe you beleeue in God? Vea; Then you 
muſt throughly perſwade your ſelfe, that be 
is your father,andin his fatherly care provi. 
deth that for you, which he well knoweth 
will doe you moſt good: notwithſtanding 
all che couetouſneſſe, and crueltie of this 
world, yet God if it pleaſe him, could give 
you plentic; and becauſe he doth not, it ap. 
peareth that hee —— to puniſh you, 


Will you therfore be out of paticnce,know. 


ing that whom God louech, ke correQerh? 
Surely I had rather be a patient poore man, 
and Gods child, then a cruell rich man, and 
Gods rod:tor cõmonly the child is receiued 


into fauour, and the rod is caſt into the fire, 
Ho ſoeuer the world goe, be patiem, 
& ſubimit your ſelſe to the pleaſure of God, 
Doe nor enuie, nor condemne thoſe that are 
any waie in more proſperitic then you, For 
if you doe ſo, ye are not in charitie, and if 
ou be not in chatitie, Chriſt is not in you, 
bur the deuill. Therefore ſtrive by your pi 
tience to poſſeſſe your one ſoule, and by 
the holy Ghoſt, contrarie to the nature of 
fleſh and blood, be exceeding glad, that you 
may be one of Chriſts companie, although 
in the loweſt degree that may be; yea, the F; 
veric foote ; reieycing at the proſperitie of 
any 
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my other, and ſorrowing in their aduetſitie, 
wif it were your owne. This if you can doe, 
you are a Chriſtian indec de; and although 
be in lowe degree ypon earth, yer your 
Lord and father will highly aduance you in 
the glorie of heauen, Remember what Saint 
lame: ſaith, Let a brother of low degree te- l 
joyce in his aduaneement. 
O chat | were a brother of that heauenly 
c6panie; 2nd my name written in the booke 
of life, although it were with condition to 
ſuffer all poſſible miſeric in this world, If 
you ſay I giue you ſuch counſel, as I could 
neuer cake my ſelfe; I confeſſe it, but you 
would not be in my cafe, if you knew it as 
do, although you might haue all the goods 
ofthe eatth: for death & hell haue taken ſure 
hold vpon me, and I am ſo hardened in ſinne 
through long cuſtom in wickednes, & delay 
of tepentance, that my ſoule is readie to de- 
ſpaire of Gods mercie. Therefore while time 
— while grace is offered vnto you, 
nue ſure worke: Striue by obeying the wil 
of God to enter in at the ſtraight gate; for 
Cariſt faich, many will ſeeke to enter, and 
ſhall not be able; becauſe they ſeeke not till r. 
ir be top late. This is my ſtate, and therefore ® * 


I periſh, 


1 3 All 
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All people young and old, praie daily & 
deuoutly to God, chat it will pleaſe him 
through Iclus Chriſt to giue you the graces 
of faith, hope, and charitic, that you may 
cleaue faſt vnto him with full purpoſe of 
heart, and being ſufficed with that which he 
vouchſaferh ro giue you, put him in truſt 
with ſoule and bodie, aſſuting your ſelues 
that he will not faile you nor for ſake you, t 
if his pleaſure be to ttie your faith and truſt 
by croſſes end aduerfitics, reioyce therein, 
for his mind is ro crown you therfore in the 
world to come: Loue all Chriſtians as your 
owne ſelfe, yea loue your veric enemics,pray 
for them, and practiſe in word and decd to 
be kind vnto — 2 

By theſe graces you ſhall performe the 
kingly law of libertie, and ſo be Kings vnto 
God, ruling & raigning ouet your thoughts 
& affections according to his pleaſure, being 
ſer at libertie from the law of ſinne, & bon- 
dage of rhe deuil. Almightie God for Ie ſus 
Chriſts ſake fulfill you all with the holy 
Ghoſt, Amen, Amen. 


Yro booke learning, patiently to teade 
oi heare this laſt part of my conſeſſion in- 
tended 


N Ow I beſcech all that giue your minde 
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ade d to your good, 

When 1 went firſt to ſchoole, I was ful of 
il vngraciouſnes, and misbehaued my ſelſe 
10 God, to my Parents, and to all people; 
which curſed qualities poiſonedwharſocuer 
learning I could ger, 

All children that goe to ſchoole, feare 
God, and ptaie vnto him heariily that hee 
will give you the grace to ſtand in awe of 
his almightte maieſtie, and to be afraide of 
diſpleaſing him: for the feare of God is the 
beginning of wiſedom. Al learning without. 
the feare of God, is as a ſword in the hand 
ofamadde man, likely to doe much miſ- 
che fe and no good. Hate all naughtie con- 
dirions, and behzuc ybur ſelues low cly, and 
gently to cuery man, woman, and child. 
pie often to God add ſaie, O Almightie 
God, the giuet of all good learning and true 
wiſcdome, 1 liuſull teich doe humblie be- 
ſeech thee, that for thine onely ſonne Teſus 
Chriſts ſak e, thou wilt ſend thine holy ghoſt 
into mine heart, that I may be cleanſed from 
ſinne, and get fo much learning and knov- 
ledge, as may beſt fit me to be thy faithful 
ſeruant iu that ſtate of lite, a bereunto it ſhal 
pleaſe chee to call me, Amen, c 

Vie comsionly to praite God in ſame 


F 2 duch 
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ſuch manner as this. O meſt bountiſull Lord 
God, I doc humblic and heartily thank thee 
becauſe thou haſt cauſed my freinds to ſet 
me to ſchoole. Good Lord I beſeech thee 
ſo to continue, & bleſſe me in learning, that 
I may learne to doe my dutie to thee and to 
all thy people, in what degree ſocuer it ſhall 
pleaſe thee to place me;through leſus Chriſt 
thine onely Sonne, who with thee and the 
holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one God, be 
honoured and praiſed in heart, word, and 
deed, for euet and euer. Amen. F 

Follow your ſchooling diligently, and it 
it pleaſe God to gige you the gift to learne, 
be glad, and giue him thanks therefore, but 
be not proud of it;for if prid enter into your 
heart, ic will puffe you vp like a bladder, & 
although you prooue marueilouſly learned, 
yet in the end you ſhalbe nothipg bur wind, 
All ſchollers take heed of pride:; for it will 
make you like che Deuil, and hatefull before 
God, 

When you are allowed to play, then play: 
tor it is healthfull to ſtirre your bodies:pra- 
ctiſe nu baſe, and lewd paſtime, but exexciſe 
your ſelucs in ſome honeſt ſport, which may 
bring you into ſtrength and abilitie. 

At no time let anie bed or beaſtly word 

come 
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come out of your mouth. Delite not in vain© 
ulke, mocking, or ſcorning ; for all ſuch 
things are verie diſpleaſing vnto God. 
I went to the Vniuerſitic vetie tawe:ſor 
had fewe grounds of Grammer, and none 
of grace, Therefore I ſpent much time in 
getting little learning ; but all manner of 
nice in me grew vp and abounded, I was 
raine minded, proud hearted, buſiheaded, & 
full of a bitter, peeuiſh, contentious ſpirit. 
Beeing poore ] found great freindſhip, and 
had good allowance of many? but I was 
ſingularly negligent, and vnthankefull vnto 
them, My ſtudie was to make great ſhew of 
little learning, and therefore 1 ſought after 
finechoiſe words, When I diſputed with a- 
ny, I was defirous to diſmaie them with re- 
proaches, in ſtead of reaſons ; and to that 
ende I had a written phraſe-booke ſtuffed 
with taunting, and biting ſpeaches. 
All ſchollers that goe to any Vniuerſitie, 
take warning by me, Be carefull to come 
thicher well grounded in learning, and ver- 
tue. Give your (clues to be ſober, humble, 
quiet, milde, and peaceable, Be diligent in 
your buſineſſe, durifull ro all people, and 
verie thankefull to your freinds, Theſe ver- 
wes will make you gratious in the ſight of 
F 4 God, 


-- 
— A — — 


82 The burthen of 4 


God, Angels, and men, Be more careſull to 
get {ound learning for good vie, then io 
«tand vpon che ſhew of knowledge: for it is 
2 vainglorious follic. Hunt not aſter curious 
minion tearms, whercot commeth no good; 

bur ſpeak and write plaine ordinaric words; 
for they that would ſceme to be word-wile, 
are of graue and learned men accounted vn» 
wiſe, 

Pride and enuie ate properties of the de- 
vill, and of all other ſinnes moſt teadie 19 
waite vpon {chojlers ; Therefore take great 
hecd of them; If you be proud, you are Lu- 
difer, high in your ov-ne conceit, and theres 
tpre ſhall be br ought low euen dow ne into 
hell. If you envie the learning, eſtiniation, 
and prolperitie of others, you ate Satan, an 
egemic to the giſts of Gods grace, 

Doe veuer diſpraiſe any, or quippe any 
in your orations, and ſpeeches: for it ſhew- 
ech. burergeſſe, which is very bad in 2 ſchol- 
ler. When you argue, or diſpute pudlikely, 
of. prinatcly, feare God, and. ſnunne 
acting, reproaching, and all furious bchas 
uiour. Lec your reaſoning be as in the hea, 
ring and 0 cing of God, and Angels, calme, 

amable, ſwocete, and ſober. Whenſocucryou 
prepare 207 orain, diſputation, Or cxet- 

cilo 
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ciſe of learning, firſt, bumble your ſelfe be- 


fore God, ctauinę his mercie and grace; that 


it i you may fa performe it, as beſt becommeth 
ous I a Chrittian ſchollet; thereby to be fitted for | 
0d; the ſcruice of Icfus Chrifl in the Cburch,or 


If any ſinne raigne in you, ſtrive by all 
meanes to ſubdue i it, for where ſinne raig- 
neth, there the Deuill dwelletb, and che end | 
of that man will be naughr, 


common wealth. 
| 
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* Hen I had goucn aſhacow, and out- 

fide of learning, I left the Vniuerſuie, 
and rooke vpon ne to be a Schoolemaſter, 
God forgiue me; I was a bad uy for how 


n, 
an could 1 fra: ne chi! dren to godly learning, 
becing vngod:y, and ill learned? 

* I vn odercnoke to teach more then I had 

Vo learned my ſelſe, [ was new-fangled, and 

I. negligent in teaching and 3 dul- 

7 led my ſchollers by | keep ing them too long 

e at theix bookes, and by fierce cori edtion, & 

7 cruel} beating of them. 

„ O ye Sc! roolemaſiers, 1 przy vou forthe | 


reuerence of God, be well aCcviied : : The 
ſchooling of . is the nurceric of 


chriſtiausaberetore you oug ut to be learned 
2nd 
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& vertuous, that you may traine your ſchol. 
lers to be the diſciples of Chriſt, 

The deuill will practiſe to make you his 
vnder- ſchbolemaſters, that you may fit your 
ſchollers to be his ſeruants. 

To prevent this danger, you cannot be too 
carefull of your behauiour euety way. 

Take no more vpon you, then you know 
your ſelfe able, by the grace of God, to pet. 
forme:follow the common way of teaching 
commanded by authoritie, 

It is to be wiſhed that the Grammar for 
the Latine tongue, were one whole booke, 
the rules in Engliſh, the examples in Latin. 

Teach your ſchollers their leſſons verie 
leiſurely, and plainely, heare them their leſ. 
ions mildly, and patiently, correct them 
for their ſaultes mercifully and ſparingly, 
What man fearing God, can figd in his heart 
to play the tyrant among Gods tender chil- 
— Ws 4k. ty, 


and terrifying chem with thundering ipea- 


ches, as if they were dogges, yea limmes of 
the Deuill : no man can with a ſaſe conſci- 
ence ſo cutſedly vic a beaſt, as I in word & 
deede haue vſed my ſchollers, I praie God 
ſorgiue me, and graunt chat no ſchoolema- 
tet offend in that point. 


Thinke 
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Think with your ſelues how hateſull ſuch 
rigorous viage is to God, and his holy An- 
acls, who haue the charge of children, 

Frame your ſchollers by all meanes to 
feare God, and to pleaſe him, and then aſſure 
your ſelues that ouet and aboue whatſoever 
their fathers and freinds giue vnto you, hee 
will give you a rich reward, 

It is not good to hold children too hard, 
ot too long at their bookes : for their wits 
are tender, and therefore ought to be gently 
vſed, and ofcen refreſhed. Our Lord leſus 
Chiiſt bleſſe all ſchoolemaſters, that they 
may know, aud do their duties to the conti- 
nuall increaſe of right Chriſtian learning: 
Amen, 


Preſumed with all mine abom:inable vi- 

ces to enter into the holy minifteric, and 
haue beene a proſeſied Miniſter of Chriſt; 
chat is. a ſoule-keeper, and a ſoule- ſeeder al- 
moſt twelue yeares: leſu Chriſt forgive me, 
Itooke vpon me to preach, neither ander- 
Ganding the word of God, nor endued with 
the power of godlines, Therefore I haue in- 
dangered the ſaluation of many people, euen 
35 an ignorant and vnhoneſt Phyſician doth 
hazard the bodily lite of them thet take 


Phy- 
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phyſicke by his appointment. 

Although water in the ſpring head be 
pure and wholeſome, yet if it be caried from 
thence in an vncleane and poiſoned veſſell, 
who can drinkeit without daunger? The 
word of God is in it ſelfe moſt pure and 
wholeſome ; but my preaching hath defiled 
it with ignorance, and with the wicked in- 
fection of ptide, enuy, wrath,coucrouſneſſe, 
and all ſinnes; euety vice vpon occaſion put- 
ting it ſelfe into my ſermons, Moreouer if 
I preached any thing according to the word 
of God, Ivtterly vnpreached and denied it 
in my life and conuerlation, Alas how many 
ſoules may iuſtly challenge mee before the 
ſace of Ieſus Chriſt, for giuing cauſe of 
their damnation : I cannot ſay vpon my 
conſcience, that in all this time, whercin 
I have taken vpon me to be a Miniſter, 1 
haue done my dutie, ſo much as to the 
ſaving of one ſoule, A true Miniſter of 
Chtiſt ſhould be a meanes to turne all euill 
from his ſhcepe, and to procure all bleſſings 
vnto them. But I contrarily haue beene a 
meanes to turne bleſſings 3 them, and 
to bring miſetie vpon them. It had bin bet- 
ter for me to haue gotten my liuing by beg- 
ging from doore to doore; yea, le ſle had bin 


my 
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my ſinne, if I had liued by ſtealing and rob- 
bing: for he that is a Miniſter and doth not 
diſcharge his dutie, is a theefe and a robber 
in the higheſt degree; becauſe hee robbeth 
God of his people, and tobbeth people of 
their ſaluatioh, How is it poſſible for me to 
eſcape the vengeance of hell fire? 
All you that purpoſe to be Miniſters in 
the Church, for Chriſts ſake, rake warning 
by me. Before you enter into the miniſtetie, 
examine your heart according to your con- 
ſcience in the fight of God; what mooueth 
u to be a miniſter ? and what you princi- 
pally deſite and intend? for looke what you 
minde,that you wil follow,and to compaſſe 
the ſame, neglect all other things. Therfore 
if you perceiue that your minde is chiefly, ſer 
pon worldly gaine, or glorie, take no ſoules 
to keepe:for you will let them fink or ſwim: 
and notwithſtanding what ſhew ſocuer you 
make, they ſhal be ſorily reſpected, and ma- 
ay waies vnfitted. But if you doe chiefly 
aime at the glorie of Chriſt in the ſaluation 
of Chriſtias, you are the bleſſed of the Lord; 
God increaſe the number of you;for you wil 
nor ſticke to looſe any worldly commodity, 
yes your owne life, rather then hazard the 
loſſ of one ſoule. Enter therfore in the name 


ot 
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of Ieſus Chriſt.Bur before you rake 1 charge 
of ſoules vpon you, giue all diligence tha 
you may haue a good vnderſtanding in the 
word of God, and that the power ot godli- 
nes may be in your life & conuerſation: for 
if the blind lead the blind, they fall both into 
the ditch : and he is — that hauing 
ſight, doth lead the blind out of the way:be 
cauſe the blind will follow their leader. The 
_ cies are never well opened vntill 
the light of their Miniſter doe ſo ſhine be. 
fore — they may ſee his good works 
and glorific God, in following his example. 
O happie is that Miniſter that euer hee was 
borne, who before he vnderraketh a charge 
of ſoules, hath the grace to overcome the 


Marrs. temptations of Satan, as Chriſt did. 


Beeing made 2 Miniſter, and hauing a 
charge of ſoules, beate alwaies in mind, that 
you muſt be anſwerable to Chriſt for every 
one of them. So that what ſocuer a Miniſter 
might poſſibly doe to ſaue them, you ſhall 
deercly abide it, if you performe it᷑ not. This 
mooued S. Paul to warne every one, & teach 
euery one in all wiſedom, that he might pre- 
ſent euery one perfect in Chriſt Ieſus. 

Therefore you knowing the terriblenes 


of the Lord, muſt approoue your ſelſe vnto 
God, 
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God, and to euery conſcience of man, wo- 
man, and child in the fight of God, cateſully 
and diſcreetely waiting vpon your charge, 
hat you may giue to euery one their porti- 
on of meate in due time. You mult truely 
teach Gods people the way of ſaluation out 
of his word. Therefore in vnderſtanding & 
expounding the holy Bible, follow the con- 
ſeat of auncient and learned writers, & thoſe 
eſpecially who are reported to haue lived an 
holy life; for God in all ages doth moſt reſ- 
them that feare him, and they haue moſt 
tenen knowledge of his will. Others al- 
though they ſeenic exceeding learned, yet 
they are full of errours, becauſe the ſpirit of 
— hath power in them. Therefote take 
Deſire not to be ſingular, nor to differ 
from others: for it is a ſigne of a naughtie 
ſpirit, which hath cauſed much euill in the 
world from the beginning, Teach people 
that which doth neceſſarily concerne their 
faluation ;- for it is atempration of the deuil 
to buſie folkes mindes with by-marter, that 
they may negle the maine worke of ſaving 
their ſoules. A miniſter ought diligently to 
take particular knowledge of his charge: 
who be yong in yuderſtanding; who be ripe 
in 
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in diſcretion; who be ſicke in: ſinne, & wht 
be ſound in ſoule, that he may according} 
diet them. Much preaching: and reaching 
doe not take that good effect 'which f 
might, if peoples vnderſtanding were rip 
ned to heate it. There is a certaine teachino 
called the A, b, c, of Gods word; becauſe t 
uen as a ſchollet muſt learne to knowelet 
ters, and to ſpell them together before hee 
can read; fo muſt a chriſtian firſt learne the 
ground worke of religion, beforc hee can 
welproceede in the vnderſtanding and pra 
ctiſe of Gods word. I baue found clder' 
people, that ſeemed to be much delighted ia 
hearing the word of God preached, yet not 
withſtanding ſtrangely ignorãt in the toon. 
dation of faith, As for example, they did be 
lee ue in the Sonne ot Cod. and yet did not 
thinke that he was in time before the virgin 
Marie. How is it poſſible, that people ſhould 
be ignorant of ſuch points, commonly pres- 
ched and printed? Becauſe they ate not in. 
ſtructed orderly, pithily, and plainely:order. 
ly, as children are taught to read: pithily, ſot 
many words and toileſome circumſtances 
doe bring an ignorant hearer into a wood, 
wher he loooſeth himſelf:plainly,for teams 
of art, and ſiue eloquence are not ſutable to 


the 
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the goſpel of Chriſt; becauſc in darkening 
the ing of ſome,andtickling the 
cares of othera, they hinder the working of 
the matter. Fre vpon al vaineglorious ſhews; 
for the kingdom of God is not in word, hut Cor 
ia power, + - 

If por doe not ſo teach the will of God, 
that the verie ignorant may well vnderſtaad 
u, and keepe it in xemembrance, What an- 
{wer cam you make to Ieſus Chriſt, when he 
ulleth you to a reckoning, | 

Alchough a ſchollet be taught ro knowe 
nis letters, yet many times hee is not well 
inſuucted to ſpell them together: So the 
foundation points of religion may bee 


Jacht, and yet not well put together: for 
imple, Chriſtians are iuſtifie d 18 in Rom., 
t 


kſus Chriſt, wichout the works of the law, 
This is one point. Chriſt will iudge all peo- 
ple according to their works, anſwerable to v 
Je practiſe of their lives, This is an other 
- © point. Now vnles theſe two points be tight 
J ioyned together, the deuil wil — 
or werly negleR wotks, and other altogether 
ev preſume vpon their owne deſerts . 8 
luſtifying faith is the gift of God, & brin- 
zech forth good works, whereby true chri- 
ftians are juſtified at the day of judgement. 
G 1 The 
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The capacitie of people is like vnto a 
ſmall bottle with a warcow mouth, if you 

owre in wine haſtily, you mall ſpill much 

Peßde and if you doe exceed chrit meaſure 
they will runne ouer : no workeor imploy- 
ment in all the world doth require more 
carefull diligence, then the office of a mini- 
ſter. | 

Although you: teach and preach very 
much. and in plaine words, yet your ſheepe 
wil ſpecially regard your pracliſe of liſe, be- 
cauſe their nature is to be lead; rather then 
to be driven, * of 

I -would I had preached leſſe in words, & 
more in workes, Y our conuerſation muſt be 
eucry waic ſquare to your profeſſion : fat 

ou cannot ſo much as ſpeake a ward in del, 

— it ſhall be heeded and conſidered. Voi, 
if there be any ill word ſpoken in your hea. 
ring people will marke how yew take it. Be. 
lecue me vpon mine cxperiencr; if there be 
gappes in your converſation. your ſhcep wil 
thereby runnc out ſrom Chtiſtzyea they will 
boldly make gappes themſelues, preſuming 
that they may with as little danger ſinne ia 
one kind. as you in an other, 

When Jas a Curate entred into a charge 


eue - 


3 


of loules, the people at the firſt had ſuch 214 
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a tverent opinion of me, by reaſon of mine 
u cameſt plainnes inpreaching; that they were 
hene carefull leaft 1 Hauld fee any fault ia 
e ¶ heit behauiout; but afterward when they 
- perceived that the practiſe of my life was 
re ¶ vot according to my preaching, they grew 


ina manner carclefſe what they ſaid, or what 
they did: Wheroas if I had not loſt that firſt 


y cpuation, I chinke in my conſcience, that 
p< ¶ many, yea moſt of them would haue amc ded 
e- their waics, ; 

en A Minifter ought to be graue ard mild: 


Grwitie without mildnes is ſurlineſſe, and 
mildaes wichout grauitie is lighrnes, 
locond, jeſling & ſcoffiag behaviour doth 


et ¶ not become a Mmiſter, for he is the Meſſen- 
A. ger of God. und & aightie is his meſſage, 

i, ltisarrue laying. that too much familia- 
ea- ¶ ie breeds contempt; and fo 1 have alwaics 


found it. Therefore vic to retire your ſelfe, 
ind be no common companic keeper : for 
dow ſocuer you may preſerve = perſo- 
ull reputation, yet the power of your office 
which is much grounded vpon a reverent e- 
ſimartion, will be by company keeping ma- 
ry waies diminiſhed, The apperance of any 
ice in a Miniſter doth diſable his miniftery; 
pecially ptidę, and couctouſnes, It were ro | 
G2 be | 
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be wiſhed that miniſters would in their ap- 
pate ll, and — decencie,ſhunning al 
vanitie and brauerie; whereby the humble. 
nes and meekenes of Ieſus Chriſt might be 
ſcene in them. | 
Vou that teach others to be content with 
that which they haue, ought to ſhew your 
ſelues free fromfilthie oouetouſnes. 
Keepe alwaies within compaſſe of your 
maintenance, that you may be before hand; 
elſe you ſhall runne into many inconuenien» 
ces: for firſt you ſhall by want be ſorted to 
looſe your libertie: for, as Salomon (aith, the 
borrower is a ſeruant to the lender, Then 
nuch note is the receiver ſeruant to the 
giver, An heathen man ſaid truly, Hee that 
taketh a gift, looſeth his libertie, Who hath 
more cauſe to keepe himſelſe free then a mi- 
niſter? for if he be ingaged to any, the devill 
wil tempt him to ſooth them in their ſinnes, 
or at leaſt to be tongue · tied, and not to te- 
rooue them for their faults, Alas! in what 
weerched ſtate are many Curates? for they 
ate driuen to ſeeke their cõmodit ies, where 
they can find them, 
An other inconucnience in a binderly mi- 
niſter is, that he cannot be beneficiall to the 
poore:which is a very ſpetiall point in a — 
niſler 
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rifier: for how c un it tkat be is tea» 
lous co ſetde ment ſoules, that hath no tare 
10 comfort their bodies f Therefore Chrift 
and bis Apoftles were verie diligent to p- 
vide fot the poore, An zuncient writer teſti< teftis Mar- )| 
fedto an heachrn Rotnane Emperour, that * | 
mung Chriſtians rhe miniſter is 2 provider 
for all aee die prople, 
Although any other miniſter ſteme ſuul · 
ne and baue an il report, yet doe not endure 
to heabe ot brate any tu of bim; for ſo 
ſhould verie much offend, and incou- 
nge to be diſtaſted with the miniftery. 
Dor not enuie nor dilpiſe any Miniſter 
whomloeucr, not meddit with any wans 
charge but your owne. 
Suffer much wrong rather then enter in- 
o ſtriſe. Be no partie not partaker in any 
cnmention, | 
It you be aſſured that any one doth a- 1 tooke 
miſe in your patiſh, tell him his fault ſeertr- 19900" 
y, and verie kindly, beſeeching hin in faulc ge- 
Chrifts behalſe to turne vmto God. Whoſe. — | 
euer fall out, doe not you appeate to be ad- 57; yea, & 
berſarie to any one, nor to vphold the partie n e 
painſt him. It will hinder your miniſtetie, & vf =y 
peraduentute put you into more trouble — 
then you can imagine, Contention and par- Me. 
taking 
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taking hath tormented meverie grieuouſiy, 
ſor I mer with thoſe that oucrmatched mee, 

and lait heauie accuſations vpon me, God 

forgiue-me and them, and God giue you 

the heauenly bleſſing of quietneſſe. Hate all 

iatring, and ſnarling, fof they are dogged 

operties: as alſo tawning, and fflatterie; 

He is a right dog, that will one while ſnarle, 
and another while fawne, as I haue fooliſhly 

done. | | 

Be a man of wiſedome and few words.Be 
{low to ſpeak, and ſhort and ſweet in ſpea- 
king. A man full of words is full of many 
offences. Laſt of all, I commend vnto you 
à notable ſentence which che holy Ghoſt 
ſent to a Miniſter, 

No man that is a Warriour entangleth 
himſelfe with worldly buſine ſſe, that he may 
pleaſe him, who hath choſen him to be a 
ſouldicr, 

I doc humblic beſeech the bleſſed God, 
even vpon my knees, that hee wil for le ſus 
Chriſts ſake, giue vnto al miniſters the grace 
to percciue and perfotme the tue meaning 
of chat ſentence. 


Amen, Amen. 


